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ONE BOOK A WEEK 


THE DENOMINATIONS 


When anyone mentions a handbook his 
readers think *of a compilation of figures 
and statisties, officers and offices. But I 
have just read through a handbook that is 
as interesting and illuminating as any book 
of the season. I refer'to: “The New Hand- 
book of all Denominations,” by M.*Phelan 
(Cokesbury Press). There are two hundred 
and more denominations listed in this book 


and just to read their names and think 
over it is sort of faseinating. Are they 
the results of real convictions or just of 


cussedness? Do they come from real ‘dif- 
ferenees. of real thinking or just from 
stubbornness? Practieally all of them base 
their fundamental dogmas on the Bible 
and yet they all of them—or most of them 
differ widely from each other. This be- 
ing true is the Bible after all an author- 
ative source of doctrine or a safe guide in 
matters of belief? If it is why do we 
have 200 different seets all claiming to 
have Seriptural proof for their doctrines 
and even their idiosyncrasies? If the 
sum of Christianity is the redemption of 
the world through our Lord Jesus Christ 
what is the matter with us that we. put 
modes of baptism, forms of ordination,.ec- 
clesiastical polity, different views about 


UNVEILING AND DEDICATION AT 
SALEM, HARRISBURG, DR. JOHN 
N. LE VAN, PASTOR 


The comprehensive program of renova- 
tion and improvement of Salem Chureh of 
Harrisburg, Pa., making it one of the most 
attractive Churches, within and without, 
of the capital city of the Keystone State, 
was recently 
brought to a hap- 
py conclusion, 
with the unveil- 
ing of a beauti- 
ful bronze tablet, 


to the memory 
of the  sainted 
“Ellis Newlin 
Kremer, D.* D., 


for forty years 
the minister of 
the Church, and 
the dedication 
of the Dr. Ellis 
N. Kremer Me- «| 
morial Hall, on 
Sunday, Novem- 
ber 2, 1930. The 
memorial hall, to be used for social and 
recreational purposes, was dedicated to 
“the spiritual enrichment of life as it un- 


Dr. Ellis N. Kremer 
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the second coming of Christ, different 
views about the Sabbath, ete., on the same 
level with the one great gospel? Where 
there seem to be no real distinctions be- 
tween different groups, as is the case with 
some Presbyterian and Methodist and Bap- 
tist groups why do these members of the 
same groups remain apart in units bear- 
ing the same family name? These, and 
many more such questions come to one as 
he reads only the list of denominations. 

But, as I said this book is much more 
than a list or compilation of figures, al- 
though it is an invaluable book of refer- 
ence because it has such a complete eata- 
logue of all these things. The real value 
of the book is that it gives the story of 
the origin of these 200 denominations and 
their history. Some of them have an in- 
tensely interesting origin. Sometimes the 
origin lies in real divergence of views. 
Sometimes it lies in a great protest—a 
protest against heresies and abuses that 
was called for. Oftener it lies in the de- 
sire to emphasize one particular doctrine, 
generally at the expense of all the others. 
Too often it lies in the emphasis of some 
inconsequential thing. But in all cases it 
is interesting to know the origins for with- 
out this understanding one can not rightly 
judge them or know them. And these 
origins are faithfully and impartially told 
here. 


The other valuable feature of the book 
is that it gives the distinetive doctrines 


folds through childhood,” and “for the fel- 
lowship of kindred souls, under Christian 
auspices, to share the wholesome contacts 
made possible through Christ”—a lasting 
memorial to the fine social qualities and 
the love for children shown by Dr. Kremer 
in his long life of service to the Church 
and community. 


The sermon of the day was delivered by 
Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D., 
LL.D., General Secretary of the Board of 
Foreign Missions, who as a life-long friend 
and associate of Dr. Kremer, spoke most 
intimately and inspiringly. The tablet, 
suitably placed in the auditorium, was un- 
veiled by Mrs. Frances Kremer Locher, of 
York, Pa. After the unveiling, the con- 
gregation proceeded to the Memorial Hall, 
where the formal dedieatory service was 
held. 


The members of Salem 
beautified sanctuary, and in the remodeled 
plant, which affords facilities for an en- 
larging program of Kingdom service. The 
pastor, Dr. Le Van, and his faithful co- 
workers, deserve much credit for the devo- 
tion, zeal and good taste displayed in the 
transformation and enlargement of the 
Chureh plant. The auditorium is peculiarly 
appealing in its worshipful atmosphere and 
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IN: LOVING MEMORY OF 


_ REV ELLIS N. KREMER, D. D. 
WHO FOR FORTY YEARS: 
1888 — 1928 
WAS THE BELOVED PASTOR OF THIS 
CHURCH 
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for which each one of these denominations 
stand. Many people have little knowledge 
of these things. For instance, how many 
of my readers know just what are the dis- 
tinctive tenets of that great group called 
“Lutheran”? It covers Germany and Sean- 
dinavia and numbers over four million ad- 
herents in the United States. Here one 
finds a particularly interesting and valu- 
able summary of its main teachings. I 
say main teachings for even the Lutherans 
differ among themselves on certain minor 
points—none of them of enough import- 
ance, in my mind, to cause a rift in the 
family. (Mr. Phelan takes pains to show 
how these various groups of Lutherans are 
gradually getting together—a very en- 
couraging movement. ) 


Mr. Phelan frankly states that his ob- 
ject in preparing this valuable book is 
to make the various communions better 
acquainted with one another. This is a 
process that should be hastened by every 
means for understanding begins with ae- 
quaintanee and Christian unity can- only 
come with undefstanding. It was the 
lamented Bishop Brent who said that the 
greatest outcome of Stockholm and Laus- 
anne was “understanding.” Only friends 
can co-operate, only those who understand 
one another can talk of unity, to say noth- 
ing of planning for it. This book is one 
of the most valuable contributions to un- 
derstanding of recent years. 


Frederick Lynch. 


has elicited favorable opinions from all ob- 
servers. The magnificent new Bowman 
Memorial organ adds very much to the 
effectiveness of the sanctuary and its wor- 
ship. The placing of the old organ in 
the chapel has also proved to be a great 
improvement. All in all, Salem Chureh 
has done wonders with its equipment, and 
it is not surprising that the people should 
be highly gratified with the results. 


A VOTE OF THANKS 


The American Hungarian Reformed 
Ministers’ Association, composed of Re- 
formed and Presbyterian ministers, in its 
meeting at Cleveland, Ohio, on Novy. 12 
and 13, 1930, voted unanimously on the 
resolution as follows: 

“During its yearly convention on the 
12th and 13th of November, 1930, the 


’ American Hungarian Reformed Ministers’ 


Association has taken grateful cognizance 
of the noble work done by the Reformed 
Church in the United States for 40 years, 
and by the Presbyterian Chureh in the 
U. 8. A., for nearly 30 years in the past 
among the American Hungarian members 
of the Reformed Faith. 

“To attest to its deepfelt gratitude, the 
convention held a special divine service 
in the First Hungarian Reformed Chureh 
at Cleveland, O., which was overfilled with 
attendance, for the purpose of giving 
thanks to Almighty God and of supplicat- 
ing Him for His continued blessing upon 
both of those denominations and on all 
their gracious work as well as upon all 
the American Hungarians of the Reformed 
Faith. 

“The Association is also desirous of ex- 
pressing its profound appreciation of both 
the Reformed Church in the U. 8. and the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., and 
of thanking them for the magnanimous ac- 
tive interest shown during the past 30 and 
40 years, respectively, towards the Hun- 
garians of Reformed Faith, who have set- 
tled in America. 

“The Association is happy in recognizing 
that such unselfish work was from the very 
beginning inspired by a spirit of Brotherly 
Love for the sole purpose of furthering the 
eause of God’s Kingdom. Neither the Re- 
formed nor the Presbyterian Church have 
ever claimed from us anything in return 


(Continued on page 18) 
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THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
(I Tim. 3:16) 


This message to Timothy, believed by Apostles and 
adored by the saints, is as new and needful today as it was 
in the primitive Church, and should be proclaimed in all 
the avenues of life. There is plenty of hilarity and excite- 
ment these days, but these are poor substitutes for the great 
Christmas message. The world is wrangling about the his- 
toric Christ. This message speaks about the pre-historic 
Christ. He was before all history, and will be after all 
history is finished. As the worship of our Churches and 
the prayers of our hearts gather around the manger-bed of 
the Child of Bethlehem, we naturally wonder and inquire, 
Who is He? 

Beside this question there is none more searching, nor 
more needful. If He is only aman born by human genera- 
tion, then our Christmas worship is only a heathen mockery. 
But if He is “God manifest in the flesh,’ then the message 
will spell hope and life and peace for a sin-cursed world. 
The faith in the proclamation of a ‘Saviour born” will be 
the solution to the restlessness of the age, and the false 
faith of uncertainty. 

A friend once inquired of Dr. Henry Ward Beecher, 
whether he had finished his life of Christ. He made no 
reply, but later on as he walked up and down his room, he 
was heard to exclaim, “ ‘Finished the life of Christ? No, 
the life of Christ will never be finished. How can I finish 
a life which never began and will never end?” 


Jesus Christ did not come into the world as other men 


All others came from the loins of men. He came 
from the “bosom of the Father.” He was the “seed of the 
woman,” not the seed of man. He was not an inspiration 
or manifestation of God in man, but He was “God manifest 
in the flesh.’ Men stagger at the super-natural, and ques- 
tion the Deity of the Child in the manger. Finite minds 
cannot comprehend the Infinite. Flesh and blood cannot 
truly know the Lord Jesus Christ. When the highest human 
civilization and culture have given its verdict of this miracle- 
working Christ by Galilee, it will be the same that the 
Apostles gave to the question of Jesus, “Whom do men say 
that I the Son of man am?” And the answer was, “Some 
say that Thou art John the Baptist; some, Elias; and 
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” But when faith 


came, 


and Revelation are asked to testify, the answer will be, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

If He is “God manifest in the flesh,” then of course He 
was “conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary,” and must be worshipped, as we stand again at His 
manger-bed, as the wonderful Saviour of men. 

The abiding truth of this sweet Christmas message is 
found in the angelic proclamation. It is the call to a sin- 
sick and sin-torn and discouraged world, and you will 
never hear the real message of Christmas until you catch 
the angelic song,—‘“‘For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David, a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” 

—S. E. Storrrett, D.D. 

Hazleton, Pa. 


* * * 


FIT TO LIVE WITH 


In an investigation conducted by the School of Education 
at Harvard, the records of thousands of men discharged 
from industrial establishments were studied. Why had 
they lost their jobs? Perhaps it is not surprising to dis- 
cover that the chief source of difficulty, was the inability of 
these men to manage their personal contacts—they were 
discharged because they could not get along with other 
people. 

We do not think we have ever discovered a more satisfy- 
ing definition of co-operation than this: Co-operation is 
“making yourself fit to live with and to work with.” Have 
you ever given this subject the attention it deserves? No 
two people in the world are exactly alike. In all our social 
relationships, therefore, a certain amount of friction with 
its inevitable discipline is certain. Unless your personality 
is pitifully weak and colorless, you will expect a certain 
amount of serious opposition and consequent adjustment. 
It is a fact that your daily happiness or daily misery will 
be determined largely by your ability to cultivate this art 


_of getting along with other people. 


Why are some young folks constantly shifting from one 
place to another, apparently unable to hold a position for any 
length of time? In most cases the root of the trouble is 
a fatal inability to get along with superiors or fellow work- 
ers. Why the appalling number of divorces and domestic 
tragedies? Because so many husbands and wives are un- 
able to solve the problems of personal adjustment which 
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marriage brings. Why do some ministers have a curious 
record of lamentably short pastorates? The answer is that, 
in many cases, they irritate and alienate their parishioners 
instead of winning their friendship. The highly organized 
life of today has not made us more independent one of an- 
other; in no age was “team work’ more essential both to 
happiness and to success. 

In an admirable discussion of this subject, Dr. James G. 
Gilkey gives excellent advice as to how we can best elimi- 
nate from our lives the habits and attitudes which produce 
needless friction between ourselves and those about us. This 
art of making yourself “fit to live with and work with” 
cannot be cultivated except by heroic treatment. If you 
are not willing to undergo the discipline required, it will 
do you no good to read the following principles laid down 
in the wise counsel of Dr. Gilkey: 

1. Begin by showing people that you are quite as willing 
to take advice as you are to give it. Neither an editor nor 
anyone else is wise if he meets kind and intelligent sugges- 
tions with anger or the disposition to “hit back.” 

2. Whenever a conflict looms between you and someone 
else, force yourself to look at the disputed situation from 
the other person’s point of view, This quality of sym- 
pathetic imagination would enable you to destroy many let- 
ters that are sharp and unkind, and to revise your entire 
attitude toward those who disagree with you. 

3. Teach yourself to control the feeling of anger the 
moment you find it rising in your heart. God only knows 
how much harm has been done by sudden outbursts of 
temper and vindictiveness, and even the best of us is sub- 
ject to some of these. Thoughts become deeds, and may 
become crimes. A sense of humor will often help us to 
master the first throb of anger. It is a real mark of strong 
character if you can make yourself laugh at the situation 
which you were about to take so seriously and which, on 
second thought, may appear as utterly silly or unimportant. 

4, Let us remind ourselves constantly that deliberate and 
sustained kindness will finally break down almost every 
form of ill-will. The exceptions only prove the rule. How 
next to impossible it is to retain a feeling of bitterness to- 
ward a person who quietly and persistently helps us! There 
may be cases where even the greatest love has failed, but 
it remains true that nothing succeeds so often or so per- 
manently as love. It remains the mightiest power in the 
universe. Our ability, in the last analysis, to make ourselves 
“fit to live with and to work with” depends on the degree 
in which love will drive all selfishness out of our hearts. 

kona. of 


WHAT COUNTS 


“It’s the effort to get there that counts,’ said Admiral 
Byrd concerning the expedition to Antarctica. He does not 
discount the scientific value of the data secured, but what 
looms larger is the willingness and ability to make the ef- 
fort to get there. 

Even though we may not have fully raised the Appor- 
tionment, the effort made by pastors and people proves 
their faith and heroism. This registers large in the eyes 
of God and is a moral spur to redoubled efforts next year. 
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* * * 
“IT MAKES THE DAY FOR ME!” 


This is a good time to recall Browning’s “Pippa Passes.” 
It is the account of a poor Italian girl who worked in a silk 
factory. She has her one holiday on New Year’s Day. Un- 
able to associate with those who enjoy the good things of 
life she wanders along the highway singing her favorite 
songs. At night she returns home, feeling she has not had 
a good holiday and never realizing that her unconscious in- 
fluence, the lilt and cheer of her voice as she passed by, 
really was the determining factor that day in the life of 
everyone who had heard her sweet song, and that the healthy 
contagion which she radiated had softened hard hearts, 
strengthened weak wills, converted revenge into manly sym- 
pathy, and cfuel intent into Christian charity.. Thank God, 
such ministries are far more numerous than we think. 

The other day a friend referred to the reassurance he 
always received, even in the darkest hours, from contacts 
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with a certain pastor who naturally radiates faith, hope and 
love. “It always makes the day for me if I meet him,’ he 
said. What a gracious tribute! It was said that the sun 
seemed to shine more brightly in any street when Phillips 
Brooks passed by. Dr. Jowett once spoke of a messenger 
of Christ as one who “seeks to transform the touch which 
carries an ill contagion into a touch which shall be the 
vehicle of contagious health.” It is a fact that our relig- 
ion cannot be of a very high order “if no one has ever 
caught it from us.’ The skeptic, Col. Ingersoll, used to 
sneer: “If there be a benevolent Deity, as Christians say 
there is, why did He not make health contagious and not 
disease?” As a matter of fact, history proves that health 
is far more contagious than disease. 

The words, “health” and “holiness” come from a com- 
mon Anglo-Saxon root, meaning wholeness. Jesus, con- 
queror over sin, disease and death, is the supreme Life-giver 
of the universe. When we “touch Him in life’s throng and 
press,” the result is that “we are whole again.” ‘Tennyson’s 
friend “fought his doubts and gathered strength, he faced 
the specters of the mind and laid them” and so his faith 
became contagious and brought refreshing and benediction 
to those whose lives he touched. /f any man ordained to 
spiritual leadership breaks down the altars of trust instead 
of kindling the altar fires into a living flame, he is no longer 
a messenger of the Great Physician. If a minister’s pres- 
ence in the sick-room is depressing rather than cheering; if 
an interview with him or a sermon from his pulpit inspires 
doubt and despair rather than faith and courage, it is time 
for that minister not only to examine himself but to change 
his spirit and attitude, so as to become once more a true 
representative of Him Who is the Sun of Righteousness 


and comes among men “with healing in His wings.” | 


This world with all its maladies and heartaches needs men 
and women with some measure of the contagious health 
that was and is in Jesus. 
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DO WE DESERVE THE NAME? 


The Rev. Dr. Henry Howard, senior pastor of the Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church of New York, venerable in 
years but perennially youthful in spirit, is one of those who 
believes that a great spiritual awakening is impending. He 
fears, however, that very many of those who go by the 
name of Christian are the victims of “drug-induced slumber” 
from which they do not wish to be disturbed, and he chal- 
lenges them to prepare themselves for the coming awaken- 
ing before it is too late. The dreamy self-complacency 
which is so common demonstrates that many so-called Chris- 
tians do not deserve the name they bear; they must earn it 
by a new nobility of life. The New Testament definition 
of the Christian Church is the “body of Christ.” How 
many of those now associated with the Church have grasped 
that conception? 


“The real value of a dollar,’ says Dr. Howard, “must 
correspond with its face value. If the Church is really an 
extension of Christ’s body, then surely it will exhibit some 
of the qualities which the incarnation gathered up and ex- 
pressed of the mind and heart of God. We have no right 
to assume a name without, at the same time, assuming the 
obligations which that name involves. The word ‘Christian’ 
has recognized standard value, and it is the duty of the 
society that bears the Christian name to see that no ‘light- 
weights’ and ‘counterfeits’ are sanctioned among its mem- 
bers. They must not only be ‘called’, nor must they merely 
call themselves Christians, but Christians they must be, vin- 
dicating their right to possess the title by their purity of 
heart and nobility of life. The adoption of mere titles and 
the utterance of mere names, words that have ceased to 
stand for realities of thought and feeling, is not only in- 
tellectually confusing—it is morally corrupting! It cau- 
terizes the finer sensibilities of truth and rectitude and dulls 
the keen sense of honor, till language is employed for the 
dubious purpose of concealing rather than revealing thought. 
Perhaps no greater service could be rendered to the Church 
generally, than to drive her back upon the naked elements 
and elemental truth for which Her symbols and watchwords 
stand.” 
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This is a challenging plea for reality, which may well 
cause us some serious and prayerful heartsearching as the 
old year is dying. 

* * * 


“LIFE REVERIES” 


The question as to the spiritual edification derived by 
radio listeners from the sermons broadcast by more or less 
eminent preachers will doubtless continue to be discussed, 
and probably without general agreement. Much depends 
upon the preachers—and the listeners. As for ourselves, 
we are glad that not all the radio time is given to jazz, prize 
fights, or political propaganda; and although some folks sub- 
stitute “listening in” for Churchgoing, with damage to 
themselves and others, we are happy to think of the possi- 
bilities for good in the proclamation of God’s Word to shut- 
ins in homes, hospitals, asylums and prisons, and are par- 
ticularly grateful for the broadcasting of so many sermons 
outside of the hours for regular Church services. 

Such, for example, are the Sabbath Reveries given Sun- 
day afternoons over WJZ and associated stations by the 
National Broadcasting Co., conducted by the Greater. New 
York Federation of Churches and sponsored by the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America. Our friend, 
Dr. Charles L. Goodell, Executive Sec’y. of the Commission 
on Evangelism and Life Service of the Federal Council, 
again preached these brief sermons from June 1 to Oct. 12 
of this year, and we gladly announce their publication under 
the title of Life Reveries, (Revell, N. Y., 175 pp.; $1.50). 
Last year, it will be recalled, Twilight Reveries by the same 
author was published. Thousands who heard these dynamic 
discourses over the radio should treasure this volume, and 

‘we believe many others will rejoice in it. Dr. Goodell 
knows how to present the great truths of the Christian Gos- 
pel in a virile and vibrant fashion, and the fervor of his 
spiritual passion is clothed in a style of rare beauty, with 
poetic imagery and apt illustration, which gives his messages 
an unusual urgency and popular appeal. They come from 
a manly man who bears faithful testimony for his Divine 
Master. No wonder they reach many hearts. 

Rae 


THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 


In thinking over the causes for gratitude at the close of 
1930, we should rate very highly the White House Confer- 
ence on Child Health and Protection, held November 19- 
22. The writer will always be glad that he was privileged 
to have at least a small part in this significant gathering. 

We are grateful because we have in the White House a 
President who is so deeply concerned in the welfare of 
little children. We are grateful that he summoned several 
thousand busy men and women from all parts of the land 
to consider how the proper care of children can be promoted. 
We are thankful for the revelation, greatly stimulated by 
this Conference, of the large number of faithful and devoted 
people who are studying the problems of child nurture and 
child protection so as to give to every boy and girl through- 
out our country the benefits of the best guidance and train- 
ing. We are thankful for the recognition that the greatest 
tragedy in any nation is the tragedy of a neglected child- 
hood and that nothing should interest the people of a civi- 
lized country more than the proper care of its children. 
Most of all, we are grateful for the growing recognition of 
the place of religion in the proper care and protection of 
children, which leads social workers of the clearest insight 
to understand that boys and girls who receive no moral and 
spiritual training are really neglected even though all their 
physical and intellectual wants may be supplied. It is true 
that the last note is not always struck with all the emphasis 
it deserves, but every such Conference tends to remove mis- 
understanding and to promote that good will which makes 
true progress possible. ; 

It has often been said that, so far as official attention and 
governmental expenditure are concerned, our Federal and 
State governments seem to be more interested in breeding 
the best cattle than in the proper nurture of children. And 
yet it was stated at this Conference that out of the forty- 
five million children in the United States not less than ten 
million suffer from various and serious defects and delin- 
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quencies, either of body or mind. We are truly human only 
in the measure that we feel our responsibility for these 
underprivileged little ones. It is a fact that our capitalistic 
system “has often put money above men, profits above per- 
sonality, even to the grinding of little children in the cog- 
wheels of modern industry.” Moreover, few parents have 
adequate knowledge or training for the proper care of 
children without the assistance of those who have special 
and technical knowledge as to the best methods of dealing 
with the situations that arise in child life. 

The Children’s Bureau, in connection with the Depart- 
ment of Labor, under the leadership of Miss Grace Abbott, 
has already rendered an invaluable service through its re- 
searches and the distribution of information leading to the 
correction of deficiencies and to the stimulation of the 
normal growth and development of children. President 
Hoover is right in saying, “If we could have but one gener- 
ation of children properly born, trained, educated, and 
healthy, a thousand other problems of government would 
vanish.” Whether we appreciate it or not, the little child 
still leads us. When we come to be thoroughly civilized, 
every problem and policy of the government will be con- 
sidered in its relation to the well-being of the little folks of 
today, who will be the men and women of tomorrow. 

As the American Friend says, “The sight of a poorly 
clothed and undernourished child on the street touches us 
to the quick, but we are not sufficiently alert to see what 
that child, multiplied by several millions, means to our social 
and national future.” But it is a genuine cause for hope 
when the leadership of a nation senses so fully the value 
of the child and calls upon those who are interested in our 
social and national welfare to walk in the footsteps of Jesus 
and “set the child in the midst.” 

* * * 
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Lhe Parables of Safed the Sage 
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THE FOOTSTEP ON THE STAIR 


(Dr. WittraM E. Barton, “Safed the Sage,” died 
December 7, 1930) 


After that we have circumnavigated the globe, which 
means, being interpreted, after we had sailed around the 
world, and had come unto the lovely spot where we spend 
our Summers, we gathered our children about us and were 
proud and glad. And the children said, Father and Mother 
have sailed for Forty Thousand Miles upon the Seven Seas, 
and have seen Strange Continents and Islands, and now are 
they Home again. Furthermore, they have sailed for Forty 
Years upon the Tempestuous Sea of Matrimony, and have 
kept their troubles out of the Newspapers. Go to, now, 
and let us give them the time of their Sweet Young Lives, 
and celebrate their Fortieth Anniversary. And they did 
even so. And we feasted and were happy. 

And we lingered in that lovely spot longer than we had 
ever done before, until Autumn came, and the Leaves turned 
Red and Gold, and the forests were Glorious, And we 
enjoyed each day. 

And when the day for our departure drew nigh, being 
but seven days before us, I rose in the morning, and the 
Sun shone radiantly upon the Forest. And I said unto 
Keturah, Remain where thou art and take thy Supereroga- 
tory Beauty Sleep and I will build a Fire. 

And I went down the stair, and I gathered Sticks and 
laid them on the Hearth, and lighted the small Wood, so 
that the Logs soon were blazng. And as I rose, I heard the 
footstep of Keturah, descending the Stair, and I stepped 
forward and greeted her at the Foot, and Saluted her, and 
led her to the Fire, and said, Behold how goodly it is and 
how pleasantly warm. 

And she stood with me, and said, The day is Glorious, 
and the Earth is Beautiful and God hath been very good 
unto us. 

So we broke our fast, and began the day with joy. But 
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before that day had ended, an angel passed that way, and 
cast a shadow as it passed; and the angel beckoned unto 
Keturah, and she turned and smiled at me in Farewell, and 
she vanished from my sight, and left me bewildered and 
in sore lamentation. 

And that night I rested not, and Dawn broke Late and 
Unwelcome. And the Sorrowful Sun had hidden its face, 
and the skies wept. 

Then I rose, and descended the Stair, and gathered Sticks, 
and builded a Fire. And as it began to blaze, I rose, and 
turned as it were instinctively, as if I had heard a footstep, 
even the Footstep of Keturah, descending the Stair. And 
there was no sound, but only an Agony of Silence. And 
I sat me down in Grief and Desolation. 


Now the Foosteps of Keturah while she was yet Visibly 
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near made Musick as they trod the Common Paths of Life, 
and ministered richly in little deeds of kindness and unsel- 
fishness, and the echoes still are to be heard in many places. 
And I have not lost them forever. 
For in my better thoughts I hear them before me for 
guidance and hope, and I know she is not far away. 


Now there will come a day when I also shall ascend the 
Stair that slopeth upward from this mortal world to that 
which is above. And I know that she will be listening for 
my coming. Yea, and she will not altogether wait for me 
inside the Gate; for I shall hear her footstep coming a little 
way down to meet me, and we shall go in together. 


(This parable, written at the time of the death of Mrs. 
Barton, was published in the MESSENGER for December 11, 
1925.) 


The Christmas Picture 


By Henry C. SCHLUETER 


“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem”’—Matt. 2:1 


Bethlehem will always hold a sacred 
place in our memories, because of the as- 
sociations connected with its distant past. 
It was here that Jacob buried his precious 
Rachel, his dear wife, who died after giv- 
ing birth to Benjamin, Her tomb is said 
to be still in existence. It was near Beth- 
lehem where faithful Ruth gleaned barley 
in the field of Boaz, which, according to 
the Mosaic Law, the reapers were com- 
pelled to leave for those who were poorer 
than the owner. It was here in the city of 
Judah, that the prophet Samuel was sent, 
that he might anoint David king over 
Israel. When Jesse’s stalwart sons passed 
in review one after another, the old faith- 
ful prophet naturally thought that God 
would choose for a king one of towering 
height, one of gigantic stature like Saul, 
and he must have been greatly surprised 
when the divine impulse compelled him to 
anoint little David, the youngest of them 
all, as the hope of the great Hebrew na- 

-tion. It was just outside of the city lim- 
its that the shepherds heard the announce- 
ment that the long-promised Messiah had 
at last arrived. While the shepherds were 
listening to the glad news, they heard the 
angels sing, filling the air with the music 
of their goods news, saying: “Glory to God 
in the highest, on earth peace, and good- 
will to men.” 

Little wonder, then, that Bethlehem has 
always been regarded as a sacred spot. 
That is- the first important event I want 
to point to in the Christmas picture. 


The second is, that the announcement of 
the birth of the Savior was not only made 
known to the shepherds who were watch- 
ing their flocks by night on the hillsides 
beyond Bethlehem, but, also, to the Magi 
in the Far East, who saw “His Star,” and 
followed it over the dreary sands of the 
desert until, at last, the Star settled above 
the stable in which alone there was room 
for God’s Child, and then they discovered 
the manger in which the Babe of Beth- 
lehem lay, and laid down before the Child 
their frankincense, myrrh, and costly gifts. 
Is it not a bit strange that God should 
have announced the greatest event in his- 
tory not only to the Hebrew people, but, 
at the same time, to the Gentiles? And is 
it not a little bit remarkable, also, that the 
Hebrew shepherds and the Magi of the 
Orient should, as it were, meet side by 
side at the cradle of our Lord? To me 
this event is a very significant incident. 
For the first time in the annals of the 
world the declaration of human brother- 
hood and of human neighborhood is mark- 
ed and emphasized. Old things passed 
away. The Gospel of the new Ruler is not 
for one nation; not for one class; not the 


THE CHURCH SPIRE 


By Rollo de Caen 


Serene, unshaken stands the spire 
Straight and slender, 

Etched against the sky in lines 
Both stern and tender. 


It points the way to God though 
Earth’s 
Blue be hidden, 
Holding fast though all the world 
Be tempest-ridden. 


Becomes a hymn in wood or stone, 
Paeans upraising 
When the heart with peace sur- 
charged 
O’erfiows in praising. 


So something in the soul of man 
Lifts and towers, 

Weath’ring blasts of wintertime 
And summer showers, 


Alert to reach for joy, nor scorn 
Sorrow’s leaven— 

Forging up in cloud or sun 
To God and Heaven. 


property of a clique. It is universal; it is 
to stretch one hand out to the Far Hast, 
and the other out to the Far West, and 
draw the very ends of the earth into such 
proximity that heart shall beat in sym- 
pathy with heart, and all voices rise in 
one grand chorus of praise and triumph 
to Him who is the Father of us all, and 
who would redeem the black and the white, 
the poor and the rich, by the same great 
and glorious Christmas gift, to enrich and 
make glad the whole world. 


There is another character in the picture 
of Bethlehem that attracts our attention 
which must not be left unnoticed. “When 
Herod the king had heard these things, he 
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.” 
The very name of this ruler carries a ter- 
rible memory. His character was stained 
with every vice, and his reign of 35 years 
had been made infamous by every conceiv- 
able crime. Jealousy was his weakness, 
but cunning was his strength; so that, 
while he thirsted for his infant rival’s life, 
he was shrewd enough to clothe his pur- 
pose with a mantle of sanctity. “Bring 
me word,” said he to the Wisemen, “when 
ye have found Him, that I may come and 
worship Him also.” But God forwarned 
the Magi to avoid the king and return to 


Persia by another road, thus allowing 
Herod to add to the black catalogue of his 
crimes the murder of the innocents, and 
fulfilling the first installment of the say- 
ing, “I came not to bring peace, but @ 
sword,” 

But where, where, were all the while, the 
chosen people of God, who should have 
been first to welcome their promised Mes- . 
siah? It is a question sometimes heard 
among Christian people, “How will the poor 
heathen of Africa, India and China be 
saved?” The same question with regard 
to Eastern Gentiles and Star worshipers 
may have occupied the pious cireles of 
Jerusalem on the very day when Christ was 
born in Bethlehem. While in their temple 
they praised God for the knowledge of 
the Law, thanking God that they were not 
as the poor Persians, those despised star- 
gazers, following the little light they had, 
were coming through the Eastern gate of 
the city to surprise proud Jerusalem with 
the news that her King had been born in 
Bethlehem. We do not know that Gentile 
Africa and India will ever rise in judg- 
ment against Christian America; yet I 
would not wonder if it were true that 
many a swarthy heathen today, never told 
of Jesus and the meaning of salvation, 
knows more of the nearness to God in His 
way, than some instructed Christians who 
have line upon line and precept upon pre- 
cept. The question upon which final judg- 
ment must turn is, not “how long?” but 
“how much?”; not “how many chances?” 
but “how have they been improved?” 


“Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O 
Zion; put on thy beautiful garments.” 
“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” 
“O come, all ye faithful, joyful and trium- 
phant, come ye to Bethlehem; come, let us 
adore Him, Christ, the Lord.” Three models 
are set before us: Angels, Shepherds, and 
the Magi. Let us all worship the Christ 
with the joyous anthem: “Glory to God in 
the highest, on earth peace, and good-will 
to men.” Let us worship Him with the 
simple devotion of the shepherds. Let us 
hearken to the voice of duty and of con- 
science as promptly as the shepherds. 
hearkened to the voice of the angels. Let 
us approach our Redeemer with the pious 
eagerness of the Magi. Let us offer to 
Him the gold of loving hearts, the myrrh 
of humble and contrite spirits and the 
incense ,of fervent prayer. “Come, wor- 
ship and bow down: let us kneel before 
the Lord our Maker. For He is our God. 
and we are the people of His pasture, and 
the sheep of His fold.” Ps. 95:6, 7. 


Baltimore, Md. 
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Recent Events in Japan 
(A Letter of Great Interest from the Beloved President of North Japan College 


In October the Japan National Christian 
Council met in Tokyo. The Council was 
inaugurated in 1922 under the influence of 
Dr. John R. Mott, and consists of dele- 
gates from practically all the Protestant 
denominations and missions in the country. 
This year’s meeting was probably the most 
serious and purposeful in the history of the 
organization. 


At the beginning of the meeting greet- 
ings were brought by Mr. Nishiyama, head 
of the Bureau of Religion in the Depart- 
ment of Education of the government. He 
stated that “the nation is facing a real 
crisis. False ideas, mischievous economic 
theories, burdensome personal and national 
debts, business depression, unemployment 
and personal problems are driving the 
youth of today to seek a solution in Com- 
munism, And only religion can cope with 
the situation. Our educators made a ma- 
jor mistake when five decades ago they 
made education anti-religious, and looked 
to scientific materialism for salvation. The 
East has boasted of its spiritual civiliza- 
tion, but today it is being carried away 
on a tide of materialism, Christianity’s 
progress has been nothing short of mar- 
velous during its short history in Japan, 
and its followers are men and women of 
ability and influence. The Japanese dis- 
like divisions. They look with disapproval 
upon the 56 sects of Buddhism. Chris- 
tianity’s presentation of a united front in 
the National Christian Council is a great 
forward step. I am urging Buddhism and 
Shintoism to follow your lead in this 
matter.” 


However, this praise as to unity cannot be 
taken with too much complacency, as was 
forcibly brought out in the further pro- 
ceedings of the Council. Dr, Ebina, ex- 
president of Doshisha University, who has 
recently been one of the speakers in the 


Kingdom of God Movement, declared that 
only co-operative effort can win the day 
in Japan. The Japanese people are weary 
of religious sects. There is at present an 
intense interest in religion, but the small 
denominational Churches are unable to 
capitalize this interest. Union effort never 
fails to gather the multitudes. Bishop 
Akasawa, of the Japanese Methodist 
Church, said that because of its being a 
union endeavor the Kingdom of God Move- 
ment has aroused more interest and en- 
thusiasm than any other similar movement 
in Japan. And yet he calls for far more 
thorough-going unity of effort as being 
necessary to make the movement a suc- 
cess. Dr. Kozaki, of the Congregational 
Church, speaking on Christian Literature, 
said that over fifty books are published 
every day in Japan; that only Germany 
exceeds this record. Yet the number of 
Christiaw books published is very small. 
Marx has a far greater reading than all 
Christian books put together. Union effort 
is essential to the creation of an adequate 
Christian literature for Japan. 

Mr. Kagawa, the famous Christian lead- 
er of Japan, urged the vast importance of 
more social work. There is danger that, as 
in England over eighty years ago, through 
the mistake of leaders, religion and labor 
became opposing forces, so in Japan now 
a permanent rift may be made between 
these forces. Buddhism has become active 
in social work. “There are many cases 
where Buddhists are acting like Christians. 
They read Christian books. They care for 
the suffering. They take the wayward 
under their care.” 

Interest was added to the Council meet- 
ing by the presence of Dr. Warnshuis, See- 
retary of, the International Missionary 
Council, and of Mr. Cio, Fraternal Dele- 
gate from the China National Christian 
Council. 


Another meeting of similar importance 
was that of the National Christian Educa- 
tional Association, a few weeks later, in 
Yokohama. This too was probably the 
most gripping meeting in the history of 
the organization. Great problems are con- 
fronting the Christian colleges and schools 
in Japan, yet the vision of the absolute 
need of these institutions to the future of 
Christianity in Japan, to say nothing of 
the national welfare itself, has never been 
so clear as now, and the body of Christian 
educational leaders from all over the 
Empire saw that vision as never before. 
In pursuance of action by the International 
Missionary Council at Williamstown last 
year an Edueational Commission, consist- 
ing of three prominent American educators, 
one from Great Britain, and four from 
Japan, is to make a thorough study of the 
whole Christian Educational situation in 
Japan next year. The end in view is a 
more thorough unification and systemiza- 
tion of the whole work, and placing the 
work upon a more secure and permanent 
financial basis. As a preparation for this 
study a thorough-going questionnaire had 
heen responded to by some 60 schools, and 
the results furnished material for an earn- 
est and enlightening discussion. Problems 
of securing more earnest Christian teach- 
ers, of attaining to greater educational ef- 
ficiency, of realizing the Christian purpose 
of the schools more fully, and other prob- 
lems were discussed in the spirit of high 
resolve that the great cause of Christian 
education in modern Japan shall not only 
not fail, but advance to far greater height 
and significance than has hitherto beep 
reached. 


The Association was welcomed by a 
luncheon given by the noble Christian 
Mayor, Ariyoshi, of Yokohama. 


D. B. Schneder. 


The Creation of Personality 


Gustav R. PoETTER 


“Model yourself on the sound instruction you have had from me in the faith and love of Christ Jesus” 


Paul was a great advocate of creative 
living. Life was not a dream to him. It 
was not a vague institution in his think- 
ing. Life was real and earnest and a 
great gift of God to men. Any one who 
interests himself in Paul’s unusual min- 
istry among the Jews and the Gentiles 
may easily discover how creative were 
his dealings with them. And any one who 
studies the Apostle’s attitude and bearing 
toward his helpers in the gospel ministry 
may see how Paul deals with them in the 
active voice. Just recall Barnabas, John 
Mark, Silas, Lydia, Onesiphorus and Timo- 
thy. What strikes you there? Paul is 
greatly concerned with the creation of 
personality as he directs them on the road 
to Christian activities. Simply for these 
to repeat his words of instruction is not 
enough. Paul wants more; he wants the 
creation of personality to be the end of 
all his instruction in things religious. 


We may at once see this desire, great 
in Paul, working out in his particular deal- 
ing with Timothy. This young man was a 
favorite with his friend Paul. Many con 
ferences were held with him. Up until 
the end of his life, Paul shared many spir- 
itual convictions with his spiritual son 
Timothy. And doubtless Timothy appre- 
ciated them much, indeed, so much that 
Paul could depend on him to “carry on” 
after he had fought his good fight and had 
kept the faith as he finished his course and 
returned to God in glory. Here in the 


2 Timothy 1:13 (Moffatt) 


text by Doctor Moffatt the appeal is made 
to Timothy to be interested in the crea- 
tion of his personality. Timothy was to 
model himself on the sound instruction 
which Paul had shared with him, and this 
was to be based “in the faith and love of 
Christ Jesus.” To “hold fast the form of 
sound words” is not in his mind and heart. 


What does Paul then mean by these 
words, “Model yourself on the sound in- 
struction?” Is this the same as the old 
expression, “Hold fast the form of sound 
words”? No; there is a world of differ- 
ence, when you think about it. And many 
there are who do not see this great differ- 
ence, many good and faithful folks at that. 
They have been misled by the emphasis 
which they place on the word “form.” 
Somehow the form of the Apostle’s teach- 
ing has been crowding out Paul’s primary 
meaning. For that primary meaning some 
misled folks have been substituting repe- 
tition of verbal shibboleths. That means 
a static, lifeless conception of faith, and 
may be as mechanical as the grinding out 
of worn phonograph records. Against that 
attitude Paul was ever guarding his con- 
verts to Christianity. Too much of that 
prevailed already in Judaism and pagan 
religions. It led to the uselessness of their 
religions and to the ignorance of their 
adherents. 


Say what you will about the heights of 
the pure Jewish religion, yet those heights 


became obscured when literalism choked 
the spiritual side, to be taken really seri- 
ously. What Paul was concerned about 
was the enterprise of faith that is not 
parrot-like repetition of a formula, but the 
creative task of taking truth and actively 
modeling life upon it. Indeed Paul makes 
his plea in the active voice, not the pas- 
sive. He is concerned with the creation 
of personality, not the mere repetition of 
words. That is just like him, and that is 
what we would expect of his own creative 
personality. 

Again, the strife between the Funda- 
mentalists and the Liberals would never 
have come to the surface if there had been 
a proper appreciation of Paul’s appeal for 
creative living. The emphasis on life by 
either side would have crowded out the 
differences of belief in the basie princi- 
ples of Christianity. Of course, as long as 
the plea was made to be uniform in belief, 
and that with no consideration of creative 
living, there had to appear the bitterness 
of useless controversy. Christians should 
realize that Paul is simply echoing the 
teaching of his Master when He said, “Not 
every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven: 
but he that doeth the will of My Father 
who is in heaven.” And Jesus reminded 
the intelligent lawyer in his question as 
to how to inherit eternal life that it all 
depends not on the knowledge of the law 
and the prophets, not on some orthodox 
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explanation, but on actually doing what 
the law and the prophets teach. “This do, 
and thou shalt live,’ is the way Jesus 
puts it. 


Are we not right if we recognize in cur- 
rent Christianity just this defect? Are not 
inany followers of Jesus Christ satisfied to 
hold the form of His religion and trust 
in that mueh for the salvation of their 
souls? Are there not many like the farmer 
who prayed for God’s blessings to rest 
upon his helpers while around the table, 


Six Irish hospitals recently organized a 
ten-shilling sweepstake on a horserace. The 
subseriptions amounted to £658,618, from 
which the hospitals themselves received 
£131,000, while £401,000 was distributed in 
prizes—the first prize exceeding £200,000 
—and the rest went in “expenses.” Pro- 
posals are now being made to finance Eng- 
lish hospitals by a similar method. Sir 
Gordon Campbell, chairman of St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital appeal committee, thinks 
this would “guide the natural instinctive 
sportsmanship in a direction which will 
both satisfy the public desires and at the 
same time establish an imterest in and 
benefit our own worthy causes.” One of 
his colleagues suggests that a sweepstake 
definitely linked to a hospital would be an 
indirect but highly effective method of 
creating in the mind of the purchaser of a 
ticket idealistic and altruistic ideas which 
had never hitherto been aroused. These 
sophistical attempts to gloss over a pan- 
dering to the get-rich-quick spirit have 
provoked widespread protests. It is point- 
ed out that such appeals would go far 
to dry up the springs of genuine charity. 
Any hospitals that adopt the sweepstake 
plan will certainly forfeit the large support 
they now receive from Chureh collections 
and from the donations and bequests of 
many generous helpers who regard gamb- 
ling as one of the most ruinous of social 
vices. 

Salvation Army Reforms 

Important changes in the constitution of 
the Salvation Army will result from the 
international conference of its commission- 
ers just held in London. The powers of 
the general will in future be curtailed by 
(1) the abolition of his right to nominate 
his successor, (2) the fixing of an age 
limit for his retirement, and (3) the sub- 
stitution of a trustee company to hold the 
properties and eapital assets of the army 
in place of his sole trusteeship. There will 
also be set up a Board of Arbitration, con- 
sisting of five leading officers chosen out 
of a standing panel of twenty, which may 
be ealled into being at any time to arbi- 
trate in serious differences between the 
general and any leading officer. Appliea- 
tion is to be made to Parliament for pow- 
erg to modify the original deed poll so 
as to embody these changes. While it is 
admitted that a section of the conference 
was in favor of even more drastie reforms, 
official contradiction has been given to 
sensational newspaper reports of sharp dis- 
sention during its procecdings. General 
Higgins particularly depreeates the “mali- 
cious attempts” made to suggest the exist- 
ence of bad blood between the American 
commissioners and the other members of 
the conference. Both Commander Evan- 
geline Booth and her colleagues, he says, 
have won golden opinions “for their highly 
valuable contributions to the discussions, 
their international outlook, sound Salvya- 
tionism, and good comradeship.” 


Notes and News 


Dr. J. Anderson Graham, who has done 
more than forty years’ missionary service 
in India, will be the next Moderator of the 
Church of Seotland. ... The London Con- 
gregational Union is setting itself to the 
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and then when at work in the fields curses 
each one when each one fails to accomplish 
what he expects? And when he was re- 
buked for the inconsistency of his Chris- 
tian way of living, he simply replied that 
one was religion and the other way was 
business. He kept the two apart. And that 
is still in vogue among many members of 
the Christ and His Church. No creative 
personality will appear in our lives as long 
as we fail to make our profession and prac- 
tice alike. To excuse ourselves by saying 


By Hersert W. Horwitr 


COMPENSATION 


There is much of inspiration 

If one’s heart is tuned a-right; 
And abundant compensation 

In seeking for the light. 


There’s a balm of consolation 
In walking straight and true; 
The heart lacks consternation 
If the good one doth pursue. 


In our righteous contemplation 
There’s no remorse of soul; 
But heart balm compensation 
In seeking such a goal. 


If eyes and hearts are focused 
On the beauty of the rose; 
There’ll be no clouds of anguish 
That evil might propose. 


Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Md. 


task of raising £80,000 for schemes of 
extension, chiefly in the new housing areas. 
... The Derby municipal authorities hav- 
ing refused to allow the New Church 
(Swedenborgian) to ereet a place of wor- 
ship on a new housing estate, on the 
ground that it would diminish the residen- 
tial amenities, an appeal was taken to the 
Ministry of Health, which has decided in 
favor of the Chureh. ... A pastoral letter 
on the responsibilities of marriage has been 
prepared by the Bishop of Chichester, for 
his clergy to give to young couples after 
the wedding ceremony. ... The Bishop of 
Liverpool complains of the pressure 
brought by Roman priests upon non-Rom- 
an partners in mixed marriages. He al- 
leges that they sometimes declare that, 
unless both parties accept the Roman mar- 
riage conditions, the marriage is invalid 
and the children are illegitimate. ... 
Cwmllynfell, a South Wales mining village 
of 2,000 inhabitants, claims to have given 
the world more preachers than any other 
village anywhere. In 200 years it has 
produced more than 200 ministers, mostly 
Congregationalists. The Chureh As- 
sembly Commission on the Staffing of Par- 
ishes advises the use of broadeasting in 
Churches where there is no duly authorized 
person to conduct the services. In many 
instances the congregation of a parish 
Chureh has already joined in the service 
held in some distant cathedral. ... A 
Masai ox-driver, whose monthly wage is 
18 shillings, has sent the Bible Society 5 
shillings “for the people who printed the 
Masai Testament, that they may be able 
to print more.” ... Many distinguished 
cricketers, as well as leaders of the 
Churehes, have congratulated Jack Hobbs, 
our foremost batsman, on his refusal to 
play on Sundays during his tour of India. 


Obiter Dicta 


In a posthumous volume of essays Lord 
Birkenhead says of St. Paul: “We see in 
him a man beside whose achievement even 
a colossus like Napoleon seems a pigmy, 
and Alexander the Great the creature of 
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that Jesus cannot be fully imitated on our 
part will not do, will not clear us on the 
great day of judgment when we expect the 
Lord to do what is right. No sound in- 
struction is ever amiss, unless it leads not 
to such faith and love for Christ Jesus as 
to make us new creatures in Him. Walk- 
ing with Him in newness of life, every day 
will lead us on the way to Jesus, now and 
hereafter. 


St. Mark’s Reformed Church, 
Reading, Pa. 


Trans-Atlantic Echoes 


an instant.” ... Every great religion ex- 
cept Christianity, says Archbishop Temple, 
has tended to stereotype the social condi- 
tions into which it was born. Christianity, 
on the other hand, has been the ferment 
of progress in every society where it has 
existed. . Lord Baden-Powell has ex- 
pressed himself in favor of a closer sym- 
pathy and co-operation between the 
churches and the Boy Scout movement. .. . 
“Faith,” explains Dr. W. R. Maltby, “does 
not mean accepting inferior evidence; it 
means accepting appropriate evidence. It. 
does not mean a decision to treat prob- 
abilities as though they were certainties. 
It means the discerning of what are spirit- 
ual certainties.” ... “If man,” declares 
Canon Streeter, “is not to perish in the 
fire that science has kindled, he must be 
able to worship the Lord his God, not only 
with all his heart and all his soul, but also 
with all his mind.” ... Dr. Joseph Pick- 
thall remarks that “if the task of the 
Church is merely to supply ideals, it is not 
surprising that she is going out of business, 
for we have more ideals than we know how 
to manage. No; the supreme task of the 
Church today is to create the power which 
will enable ideals to be realized.” 


New Books in England 


The Student Christian Movement will 
shortly issue a volume on “The Religion of 
Jesus,’ by Dr. Kagawa, the Japanese 
Christian leader. . . . “Democracy and Re- 
ligion” (Allen) is a study of Quakerism 
by Prof. G. von Schulze Goevernitz, of 
Freiburg University. ... “Paul the Chris- 
tian” (Hodder) completes a trilogy of 
which the previous volumes were “By an 
Unknown Disciple’ and “Paul the Jew.” 

. Dr. Edward J. Martin has written 
a learned monograph on “The Iconoclastie 
Controversy” (8: Pi C.) Ki). meee 
Bible as Literature” (Cape), by Kathleen 
Innes, is the result of broadcasting talks 
given from the standpoint of taking noth- 
ing for granted regarding the listeners’ 
previous knowledge. . . . Marshall has is- 
sued a revised and enlarged edition of 
“The Whole Tithe,” in which P. W. Thomp- 
son discusses whether it is feasible for the 
modern individual to accept voluntarily 
the tithing system of ancient Israel... . 
God’s friendship for each created being is 
the subject of the Rev. Desmond Morse- 
Boycott’s “God and Everyman” (Skeffing- 
ton). ... Dr. A. T. Cadoux has written 
a new study of “The Parables of Jesus” 
(Clark). ... “The Seceders” (Farncombe) 
is an interesting account of a little-known 
but remarkable Calvinistie secession from 
the Church of England at about the time 
of the Oxford Movement. ... The history 
of one of our best-known orphanages is 
told by Dr. J. Wesley Bready in “Doctor 
Bernardo: Physician, Pioneer, Prophet” 
(Allen). ... The 8. P. C. K. has issued 
“The Chester Miracle Plays” done into 
modern English and arranged for acting. 
. .. Mary W. Tileston’s admirable selee- 
tion of prayers for daily use, entitled 


“Great Souls at Prayer (Allenson), appears . 


in a new edition, making its 140th thou- 
sand. ... A Spanish translation of Dean 


Inge’s “Christian Ethics and Modern Prob- 


lems” is to be issued by a Madrid firm. 
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An Appraisal of the Home Missions Congress 


During the first week in December there 
gathered in the City of Washington about 
800 Home Missionary leaders representing 
some thirty organizations from almost as 
many different denominations. These were 
all picked men and women who have made 
a thorough study of the work of Home 
Missions. In a sense they were all ex- 
perts in their respective fields. In the 
multitude of counsel there is wisdom and 
one might readily expect a great meeting 
where such a type of missionary leaders 
assemble. From the time when on Mon- 
day afternoon the opening note was sound- 
ed in the address of the retiring president 
of the Home Missions Council, Dr. Charles 
L. White, to Friday forenoon when the 
report of the Committee on Findings was 
read and adopted, there was not a dull 
moment in the Congress, when everybody 
was not keyed up to an intensity of in- 
terest which is not always characteristic 
of such gatherings. Much of the success 
of the Congress is due to the statesman- 
ship of the Executive Secretary of the 
Home Missions Council, Dr. William R. 
King, and those associated with him. 

The Congress had been under planning 
for two years and was considered as a 
part of a Five Year Program which was 
projected at the National Comity Confer- 
ence in Cleveland in 1928, It was, there- 
fore, neither a beginning nor an end, but 
a stage in a great constructive Home 
Mission program. The fact that 800 busy 
men and women from Maine to California, 
from Canada to the Southland, should sit 
down together for almost a week and dis- 
cuss their mutual and many-sided problems 
is significant in itself. In the character 
of the personnel, in the range of the prob- 
lems faced, in the comprehending of the 
vision of the task and in the enthusiasm 
kindled, the Congress takes its place along- 
side other Conferences recently held, such 
as at Lausanne, at Stockholm, and at Jeru- 
salem, In the history of Home Missions 
no such conference, on such a vast scale, 
of such a statesmanlike character, had 
ever been attempted in this or in any 
other country throughout the world. When 
it was first proposed it may have appeared 
to some as visionary, but that it was actu- 
ally held and so successfully carried for- 
ward proves that it was not a mere dream. 

How to arrange a program that will not 
only sustain interest, but become cumu- 
lative as the days come and go is no small 
undertaking. The plan followed was some- 


A 


Inter Alia 


“Lucas Malet,” the novelist, the daugh- 
ter of Charles Kingsley, has been awarded 
a British “Civil List” pension of £100 a 
year. She married Rey. William Harrison, 
rector of Clovelly, Devon, in 1876, and her 
best known book is “The History of Sir 
Richard Calmady.” . . . “The modern ver- 
sion of the parable of the Good Samari- 
tan,” said Dean Inge, when he visited the 
Wesleyan Conference at Leeds to give the 
Berkeley Social Service Lecture, “seems to 
make him run after the priest and Levite, 

“and take the horse of one and the purse of 
the other. But would not St. Paul have 
said, ‘Though I give all my neighbors’ 
goods to feed the poor and have not char- 
ity, I am nothing’?” The Churches could 
give their whole-hearted support to the 
League of Nations, though we must realize 
that the problem of war was an exceedingly 
complex one. But when we came to such 
questions as outdoor relief and housing the 
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By Dr. CHAarLes E. SCHAEFFER 


thing like this: The first afternoon and 
evening were given over to a general pre- 
sentation of the subject of Home Mis- 
sions, a review of the past and a forecast 


SON OF MARY, SON OF MAN 


(A Christmas Hymn by 
Dr. Carl E. Grammer) 


Son of Mary, Son of Man, 

On this day Thy life began 

On this sad and sinful Earth, 
Thou, its highest, holiest birth! 


All its ugliness and sin 

Mirrored Thy pure eyes within; 
All its blasphemy and hate 
Thundered at Thy hearing’s gate. 


Foulest’ passions round Thee boiled, 
Yet Thy soul was never soiled; 
Unafraid of regnant Wrong, 

Brave, amid a coward throng. 


Unconfined by earthly bars, 

Thou didst pierce beyond the stars, 
Lost not in the part the Whole, 
Heard God’s voice within the soul. 


Thou in God didst find a guide, 
Walking ever by Thy side; 

Thou in God didst Father find, 
Closer than the human kind. 


Son of Mary, Son of Man, 

I would live upon Thy plan. 
Change me from a child of Earth 
To a Son by second birth. 


Put within my hand the clue, 
Running all these mazes through, 
Threefold cord, so closely twined, 
Hope and faith and love combined. 


From Harth’s bondage set me free, 
Let me walk through life with Thee, 
On the path by Thee once trod, 
Son of Mary, Son of God. 


of the future. Then for the next two days 
the Congress resolved itself into thirteen 
group conferences, each group wrestling 
with problems of the task especially as- 
signed to it, In these group gatherings 
some of the finest pieces of constructive 
work was done. They frankly faced up 
to their major problems, They dared to 
expose weak spots as well as to reveal the 


strong points in the enterprise. After 
these groups had deliberated for two days 
and served as a clearing house for their 
respective assignments, each of them 
brought back their findings with definite 
recommendations. These were discussed 
in open meeting and suggestions were made 
from the floor. The reports of these group 
conferences occupied an entire day, The 
whole volume of material thus presented 
was then submitted to a large Findings 
Committee, of which Dr. Herman N. Morse 
was the chairman. It was ten o’clock on 
Thursday night when the chairman and 
several others with him retired to draft 
the final report for the Findings Commit- 
tee. It proved to be an all night job, but 
with the dawn these men emerged and had 
prepared a report which it required the 
chairman two hours to read. The report is 
a volume in itself. It is a veritable clas- 
sic. It is the most comprehensive, states- 
manlike deliverance on Home Missions 
that has ever been issued, It touches all 
the vital problems that enter into the 
work. At the close of the Congress the 
entire report appeared in printed form 
and was freely circulated among the dele- 
gates. It was a marvelous achievement, 
and the report itself will go down in Home 
Mission annals as a document that marks 
a new era in the whole enterprise. Space 
does not permit to make here an analysis 
of this deliverance. It should, however, be 
extensively distributed and there should 
be regional conferences all over America 
and Canada in which these Findings should 
be studied and the principles applied as 
far as practicable. 

The Congress was worth while in every 
respect and those who were present may 
regard themselves as very fortunate in- 
deed. Those of our own Church who were 
in attendance were Drs. Charles E. Schaef- 
fer, James M. Mullan, William F. DeLong, 
John ©. Horning, Theodore P. Bolliger, 
Paul S. Leinbach, Henry H. Ranick, A. V. 
Casselman, George W. Richards, W. E. 
Lampe, S. Charles Hoover, Elder Joseph 
S. Wise, Professor Ralph S. Adams, Mrs. 
L. L. Anewalt, Mrs. Edwin W. Lentz, Mrs. 
L. A. Peeler, Mrs. M. G. Schucker, Miss 
Carrie M. Kerschner and Miss Ruth Hein- 
miller. All of us owe a debt of gratitude 
to Dr. King and to the officers of the 
Council of Women for Home Missions for 
planning and projecting such a great Con- 
gress that will bear rich fruit in years to 
come, 


Letter From London 


By Hupert W. PEET 


case was by no means so clear... . When 
the late Lord Davidson of Lambeth ceased 
to be Archbishop of Canterbury a year 
ago, a generous present of £10,000 was 
bestowed on him by his many friends. 
This he has left in his will to the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury for the time being, 
“being well assured that it would be a 
great advantage to the Church that the 
Archbishop of Canterbury should have at 
his disposal a fund available at his sole 
discretion for a variety of general and 
Chureh needs as they arise.” inst he 
“Grand Old Man” of the Congregational 
Church in England, Mr. Edward Unwin, 
celebrated his 90th birthday on Aug. 4. 
He is deacon emeritus of Bromley Congre- 
gational Church and one of the founders 
of the School for the Sons of Missionaries. 
He has been connected with Sunday School 
work since 1860. Mr. Unwin entered his 
father’s printing business, founded in. the 
City of London in 1855, and is still its 


chairman. He recently attended the Con- 
ference of Master Printers of Great Bri- 
tain at Edinburgh, of which he is 
treasurer. 

Higher Christian Education in India 


Under the auspices of the International 
Missionary Council, an important commis- 
sion, presided over by Dr. A. D. Lindsay, 
Master of Balliol College, Oxford, is going 
to India in the autumn to study the pres- 
ent position of Higher Christian Education 
there. The other members of the commission 
will be Canon Arthur W. Davies, formerly 
of Agra University, now secretary of the 
Missionary Council of the National Assem- 
bly of the Church of England; Dr. Nicol 
Maenicol, late of Poona and former secre- 
tary of the Indian National Christian 
Couneil; Dr. William Adams Brown, of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York; 
Dr. W. A. Hutchins, president of Berea 
College, Kentucky; Dr. S. K. Datta of the 
World’s Committee of the Y. M. C. A., and 
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Mr. 8S. N. Mukarji, principal of St. Ste- 
phen’s College, Delhi. 

“This commission is going out as a re- 
sult of an urgent request received from an 
educational conference attended by Indian 
Christian leaders and missionaries at Agra 
last year,’ states Rev. William Paton, 
secretary of the International Missionary 
Council. “This conference was actuated 
by a sense that the Christian colleges in 
India were failing fully to fulfill their pur- 
pose, and that in view of the growing 
competition and rising standards of gov- 
ernment and other institutions, there were 
probably too many colleges and _ that 
greater concentration was needed. The 
commission will conduct an enquiry into 
the curriculum and the efficiency of the 
Christian colleges, their resources and their 
relation to government education. 

“Besides visiting the colleges, the com- 
mission will confer with missions and 
Indians and Government authorities in the 
larger centres, and will report on their 
return in April, 1931, to the International 
Missionary Council and missionary boards 
on both sides of the Atlantic. It is inter- 
esting to note that this enquiry is taking 
place in the centenary year of the foun- 
dation of Duff College, Calcutta, the pio- 
neer Christian institution of its kind in 
India.” 

America and India 

The British people have been guilty of 
many sins of commission and omission re- 
garding their treatment of India. But 
many of us who wish the fullest possible 


measure of self-government for India and 
are also the firmest friends of the United 
States are not a little distressed by ac- 
counts of some of the “news” regarding 
India which is evidently being circulated 
in much of the American Press. We are 
distressed from one point of view because 
it is possible that American correspondents 
are sending fuller and more accurate ac- 
counts of acts of violence which in some 
centres may be carried out in the name of 
Britain, and such we would repudiate. 
But it appears that obviously many of the 
“facts” concerning Britain and India have 
far from basis. To say, as one writer does, 
that Britain drains India of her cotton 
only to resell it in its manufactured form, 
and that there are practically no factories 
in India, is untrue. England, as a matter 
of fact, ranks sixth among the countries 
to which India sends cotton, while Lan- 
cashire’s depression is largely due to the 
competition of Indian and Japanese fac- 
tories. We imported from India in 1919 
not $350,000,000 worth of wheat but 
$350,000. 

Another statement confuses the National 
Congress with the Indian Legislative As- 
sembly, and also wrongly includes Indian 
princes on the Council of State. These are 
only examples of inaccuracies. If some of 
the British criticisms of America in, for 
instance, her administration of Haiti and 
the Philippines, are founded on similar 
inaccuracies, we in England must apolo- 
gize, and we hope that those on each side 
of the Atlantic who want to know the 
truth, palatable and unpalatable alike, will 


trust only to unimpeachable sources of 
information. 

With the exception of the “die-hard” 
section of the British community, there is 
an anxious desire to do the right thing 
in India. This may be illustrated by the 
manifesto of the National Council for the 
Prevention of War on which many reli- 
gious bodies are represented. After re- 
ferring appreciatively to the Viceroy’s 
latest pronouncement, the statement asks 
that at the Round Table Conference, “the 
representatives of both countries should 
meet on a basis of equality and with a 
view of arriving at proposals for the at- 
tainment of Dominion Status, that the 
Government should spare no effort to se- 
cure the attendance and co-operation of 
Indian leaders of all parties, both men and 
women, and that an amnesty should be 
granted to all political prisoners not guilty 
of violence.” 

The Anglican bishops in India have just 
issued an important letter urging the full- 
est support of the Viceroy in his last pro- 
nouncement. “India,” they say, “can never 
be won or kept by political measures, how- 
ever well conceived, far less by force, how- 
ever skilfully applied. It is by men of 
sincerity and sympathy, such as the pres- 
ent viceroy, that India’s heart can be 
won.” That Lord Irwin is a man whom 
India can trust is emphasized again and 
again by such lovers of India as Mr. C. F. 
Andrews, and those in the United States 
who have heard him speak about India 
during his lecture tours will know that 
he. is no soft-handed critic of England. 
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BOWLING GREEN FUND 


Please do not stop just yet. We have 
some distance to go before we reach the 
goal. 

Here is a letter that we greatly appre- 
ciate: 

Dear Dr. Leinbach: 

I have read from time to time the earn- 
est appeal for aid for Mrs. H. M. Wolfe, 
of Bowling Green, Ky. The need is great, 
the deed commendable and the results are 
gratifying. I am enclosing a cash dona- 
tion of ten dollars. May God bless Mrs. 
Wolfe in her work and accomplish success- 
ful results. Yours in Christian faith. 

Total of former subscriptions $189.85. 
New gifts to the fund: Mr. and Mrs. Mar- 
tin L. Foutz, $5; Mission Band, Redeemer’s 
Church, Littlestown, Pa., $5; Mrs. Emma 
B. Deatrick, $5; Mrs. Jane King, $5; A 


Friend, $10; Forward Class, Trinity 
Church, Wilkinsburg, Pa., $5. Grand total, 
$224.85. 


CLASSES MEETING IN JANUARY, 
1931, ACCORDING TO RECORDS 
RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE OF 

THE STATED CLERK OF THE 
GENERAL SYNOD 


Jan. 19, 1931—West Susquehanna, West 
Milton, Pa. (St. Paul’s); Clarion, Rimers- 
burg, Pa. (Jerusalem); Jan. 26 — East 
Pennsylvania, Bethlehem, Pa. (Christ); 
Philadelphia, Oak Lane, Phila., Pa. (Oak 
Lane); Goshenhoppen, East Greenville, Pa. 
(New Goshenhoppen); Lehigh, Allentown, 
Pa. (Christ); Carlisle, Duncannon, Pa. 
(Christ); Jan. 27—St. Paul’s, Greenville, 
Pa. (Zion’s). 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Ray H. Dotterer, Ph.D., from Lan- 
caster, Pa., to 825 W. Foster Ave., State 
College, Pa. 

Rev. R. R. Jones from Lutzville, Pa., 
to Landisburg, Pa. 

Rev. J. N. Naly from Dakota, Illinois, 
to 110 N. West St., Waukegan, Tlinois. 


Rey. R. R. Jones, of Friend’s Cove 
Charge, Juniata Classis, has accepted a 
call to the Landisburg Charge, Carlisle 
Classis. He will enter on the duties of his 
new field on Jan. 1, 1931. 


Rey. Elmer G. Leinbach, of Palmyra, Pa., 
gave the message at the Thank Offering 
service of St. Stephen’s Church, Lebanon, 
Pa., Rev. P. E. Swope, pastor. Rev. Mr. 
Swope occupied the pulpit in Trinity 
Chureh, Palmyra. 


Rev. E. Wilbur Kriebel was pleasantly 
surprised upon the second anniversary of 
his pastorate at St. Peter’s Church, Allen- 
town, Pa., Sunday, Dec. 14, when the 
Adult Bible Class, of which he is the 
teacher, presented him with a beautiful 
basket of flowers. 

In these days of controversy between 
Bishop Manning and Judge Lindsey, books 
on the ancient and honorable institution of 
Marriage are surely timely. Macmillans 
have just issued an outstanding volume, 
“Twenty-four Views of Marriage” (451 pp., 
$2.50), which gives a surprising variety of 
present-day interpretations of this basic 
human relationship. It is a cross section 
of the contemporary debate. 


IF YOU ARE AMONG THE 
113 PASTORS WHO INDI- 
CATED THEIR INTEN- 
TION TO OBSERVE 
CHURCH PAPER 
DAY 


and have not sent in your re- 
port of same as yet, will you 
kindly do so at once? 


Let us report as many NEW 
subscriptions as possible for 
this year. 


THE REV. SAMUEL HENRY 
STEIN, D.D. 


Again the “Messenger” is com- 
pelled to chronicle the tragic death 
of one of its good friends and sup- 
porters. The Rev. Samuel H. Stein, 
D.D., for several decades pastor of 
Trinity First Church, York, Pa., 
early on Friday, Dec. 19, while mo- 
toring to Hood College, Frederick, 


The Rev. Samuel Henry stein, D.D. 


Md., to bring home his daughter, 
Marion, for the glad Christmas holi- 
days, was instantly killed in an ac- 
cident on the road near Gettysburg, 
Pa. He is survived by his wife; 
one son, Samuel, Jr., a student at 
F. and M. College; and one daughter, 
Marian, a student at Hood College. 
He was the brother of Dr. J. Rauch — 
Stein, stated clerk of the General 
Synod and the Eastern Synod. 

The funeral service was conducted 
in the Church, Monday, Dee. 22, at 
2P.M. A fuller account of the life 
and labors of this faithful brother, 
whose sudden passing has so shocked — 
his many friends throughout our own | 


and other Churches, will be given in | 


a later issue of the “Messenger.” 
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Speaking about Christmas gifts, here is 
a fine one from a beloved Reading pastor: 
“The ‘Messenger’ is always great! Thanks 
to you, and heartiest congratulations.” 

The Thurmont Charge, Thurmont, Md., 
consisting of four congregations in one of 
the oldest Reformed Church settlements 
of Maryland, is anxious to have a pastor. 
The charge has been without pastoral care 
for a year. Communications should be 
directed to James H. Firor, Thurmont, Md. 

From all reports received at the office 
of the Executive Committee, a healthy, 
happy spirit prevailed in the Every Mem- 
ber Canvass. Instead of sulking in the 
face of present disaster, people remember- 
ed the Church’s needs, and in many in- 
stances they even gave first attention to 
the missionary and benevolent work. 

A liberal minded and scientifically in- 
clined lady of Wichita, Kan., lately in a 
letter to Dr. Truxal, of Somerset, Pa., said: 
“In my own denominational paper I fre- 
quently see quotations from the ‘Reformed 
Church Messenger’ and always they are edi- 
fying.” 

Mrs. Katherine N. Zenian announces the 
marriage of her son, Levon Zenian, to Miss 
Avaxie H. Bodourian on Monday, Nov. 24, 
1930, at Beirut, Lebanon. The groom will 
be remembered by many “Messenger” read- 
ers, and is in charge of Religious Education 
work among the Armenian people. The 
“Messenger” extends its hearty congratu- 
lations and good wishes. 


The Memorial congregation, Maiden, N. 
C., Rev. John A. Koons, pastor, recently 
installed new pulpit furniture and a See- 
burg Pipe Organ, which was dedicated on 
Nov. 16. The Salem congregation of the 
same charge paid the full Apportionment 
in November, being the 2nd congregation 
in the Classis to reach the desired goal. 

We welcome to our growing League fam- 
ily the 14th Chapter of the Reformed 
Churehmen’s League of First Church, Can- 
ton, O., Dr. R. W. Blemker, pastor. This 
youngest Chapter is a record breaker, for 
it has to its credit 50 charter members. 
Congratulations, Chapter No. 14! 

A Stewardship Poster in colors, display- 
ing the phases of Stewardship, inculeation, 
installation, and application will be pre- 
sented and sent gratis to every Church 
which will arrange for the study of Stew- 
ardship either in organized classes and 
Sunday Schools or in some other definite 
way. Write to the Stewardship Depart- 
ment of the Executive Committe for addi- 
tional information. 

The annual Supper and Sale for Christ 
Church, Hagerstown, Md., Rev. H. A. Fes- 
perman, pastor, was held Dee. 4 and 5. 
Dinners and suppers were served to a large 
erowd; many fancy articles were also sold. 
The W. M. S. and the G. M. G. were held 
together on Sunday evening, Dec. 7. Six- 
teen of the G. M. G. ladies gave a pageant, 
“The Challenge of the Cross,” to a crowded 
house. 

Mrs. S. M. Keagy, secretary of the Mis- 
sion Bands of Gettysburg Classis, reports 
that 5 Mission Bands have contributed 
splendidly toward an outfit for the kinder- 
garten of Miss Hdna Martin at Sendai, 
Japan. A generous contribution also has 
been made by the Littlestown Mission Band 
for the work among the colored folks at 
Bowling Green Academy, Bowling Green, 
Kentucky. 


The Rev. C. E. Whetstone, who for near- 
ly 3 years has been pastor of the Clear 
Spring Charge, has resigned to become pas- 
tor of Grace Church, Newton, N. C. Dur- 
ing his pastorate at Clear Spring, St. Paul’s 
built a new Church School Building, and 
St. John’s redecorated the interior of their 
Chureh. There has been special emphasis 
placed on Personal Evangelism, which has 
resulted in 105 new members being receiv- 
ed into the fellowship of the Church. Rev. 
Mr. Whetstone will leave for his new field 
by the middle of January. 


One of our pastors agonizes because 
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large additional expenses for repairs were 
necessary in his Church, which always paid 
the Apportionment in full, even though 
they were obliged to borrow to do it. 
However, he assures the Executive Com- 
mittee that he and his people will find a 
way to keep up their good record in spite 
of their present difficulty. Somehow LOVE 
ALWAYS DOES FIND A WAY. 


Mrs. Linda M. Allen, late of MceCon- 
nellstown, Pa., bequeathed the sum of $500 
to the Board of Ministerial Relief, in mem- 
ory of her dear husband, William H. Allen. 
The money for this bequest was sent to 
the Board of Ministerial Relief by Adam 
L. Stouffer, executor of the estate of Mrs. 
Allen. This bequest is the 51st Ministerial 
Relief Memorial Fund, and is known as the 
“William H, Allen Memorial Fund.” When 
all of these 51 Memorial Funds are com- 
pleted they will amount to $105,190.48. 


Emanuel Church, Rochester, N. Y., Rev. 
Frederick H. Diehm, pastor. The annual 
meeting of the congregation will take place 
on Monday evening, Jan, 12, 1931. It will 
be preceded by a dinner, which will be 
served at 6.45 P. M. by the wives of the 
Consistory members, with Mrs. Lieberum 
as chairman. The price of the dinner will 
be 35e. A Cottage Prayer meeting willl be 
held Wednesday, Jan. 7, at 8 P. M., at the 
home of Mrs. T. C. Uhlen. Holy Commu- 
nion will be observed on Dec, 28, at 10.30 
A. M. 


St. Mark’s Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. 
C. D. Kressley, pastor. The annual Christ- 
mas service by the 8S. S. was held on Tues- 
day, Dec. 23, at 7.30 P. M. The 1931 
annual congregational meeting will be held 
on Friday, Jan. 2, at 8.30 P. M. At this 
meeting election of officers for the ensuing 
year will take place and reports from dif- 
ferent officers and organizations will be 
read. Immediately following this meeting 
there will be a Preparatory service for the 
Winter Communion, which will be cele- 
brated on Jan. 4, 1931, at 10 A. M. and 
7.30 P. M. 

Carrollton, Ohio, Rev. H. N. Smith, pas- 
tor, the W. M. S. and the G. M. G. of 
Trinity Church held their Thank Offering 
service on Nov. 30. They presented the 
pageant, “Thankfulness Leads Where?” 
The W. M. S. Thank Offering was $36; the 
G. M. G., $13. On Dee. 11 both societies 
had a covered dish supper together, and 
a Christmas party. On Nov. 30, the S. S. 
contributed $20 for local Red Cross work. 
On Noy. 21, Rev, Benj. Stucki, supt. of our 
Indian Mission, spoke to the congregation. 
His address was well received. The W. M. 
S. of Germano had its Thank Offering 
service on Dee. 3. They presented 2 page- 
ants: “Wilma’s Four Pennies,’ and “That 
Woman.” The offering amounted to $25. 

Go-to-Sunday School Day was held in 
Palmyra, Pa., Nov. 9. The Rev. Paul 8. 
Leinbach, D.D., was the speaker in Trin- 
ity Chureh, of which his brother, Rev. 
Elmer G. Leinbach, is the popular pastor. 
A reeord audience was present (550). In 
the evening a mass meeting was held in 
the First U. B. Chureh. Dr. Leinbach 
again spoke to a crowded house. This was 
a great day for the Lord in Palmyra. We 
thank Dr. Leinbach for his splendid mes- 
sages. The annual Thank Offering services 
in Trinity Church were held Sunday eve- 
ning, Noy. 23. Mrs. Calvin K. Stoudt 
ably brought the message. The offering 
was $171.50. Miss Emily Loose is the 
Thank Offering secretary. 

A chapter of the Reformed Churchman’s 
League was organized in Calvary Church, 
Turtle Creek, Pa., Rev. John A. Yount, 
pastor, Tuesday evening, Dec. 16. The 
officers are: President, Dr. W. H. Wauga- 
man; vice-president, Paul Shultz; secre- 
tary, Charles Johannes; treasurer, C. K. 
Patterson. A beautiful Christmas cantata, 
“God’s Gift of Love,’ was rendered by the 
8. 8. the evening of Dec, 21. Two pre- 
Christmas musical services were held Dee. 
7 and Dee. 14, at 7.45 P. M. About 140 
persons were present at each service, The 
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young people of the Church sang Christmas 
carols through the town on Christmas Eve. 
The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated 
Jan. 18. 

Grace Church, Jeannette, Pa., Rev. Ralph 
S. Weiler, pastor. On Dee. 14, the pastor 
observed the 10th anniversary of his ordi- 
nation, On Dec. 19, 1920, in St. James 
Church, Littlestown, Pa., he was ordained 
by a committee from Gettysburg Classis, 
The children’s division of the Church 
School rendered their Christmas program 
on Dee. 21, at 10.45 A. M. On Dee. 21, at 
the evening service. the annual Carol and 
Candle Light service was held. The audi- 
torium was lighted with 400 candles. There 
was darkness until the first worshiper ar- 
rived and then the first candle was lighted. 
A service was held on Christmas Eve from 
11 to 12. This service was given in pan- 
tomine and song and was attractively and 
worshipfully planned by the choir. 

In the Every Member Canvass groups 
this year young people were quite promi- 
nent, which presages good for future 
Church leadership. The first man appear- 
ing at the altar in Grace Church, Phila- 
delphia, to be commissioned as canvasser, 
was a young man, and as we saw him come 
down the aisle and take his place at the 
head of the line of 40 men, we thought 
of the young man whom Jesus loved, but 
who differed from this young man who was 
willing to “become a salesman of the no- 
blest and best.” With young people active 
in Church affairs the Christian youth of 
today will produce the great spiritual lead- 
ers of tomorrow, equaling, possibly even 
excelling the great men who have made 
history for the Kingdom. 

The stained glass window in the north 
front of St. Peter’s Church, Allentown, 
Pa., Rev. E. Wilbur Kriebel, pastor, which 
was completely destroyed by a wind storm, 
July 22, has been restored by the contri- 
butions of friends and members of the 
congregation at a cost of a little more 
than $1,000. The work was done by the 
J. M. Kase Company, of Reading, and is 
an exact reproduction of the original win- 
dow which had been erected by the chil- 
dren of the late Rev. Isaac K. Loos, D.D., 
pastor of the Church from 1866 to 1889; 
and represents the Resurrection of the 
Lord. Arrangements have been made for 
the dedication of the window, Sunday 
morning, Jan. 4, when Dr. William F. 
Curtis, president of Cedar Crest College, 
will deliver the sermon. The Girls’ Mis- 
sionary Guild of St. Peter’s Church held 
their first annual Thank Offering service 
Nov. 26, when the members of the Guild 
rendered the play, “That Pill-Box.” They 
were assisted by the members of the Mis- 
sion Band, which was organized this fall, 
who gave the play, “A Nickel to Spend.” 

St. John’s Church, Johnstown, Pa., 
Rev. J. Harvey Mickley, D.D., pastor, the 
S. S. and congregation held the 5th Cash 
Rally for an Education Building Nov. 2, 
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when Rev. J. M. G. Darms, D.D., of Phila., 
preached 2 helpful and inspiring sermons, 


The cash laid on the altar amounted to 
$2,860. The total fund has reached $20,000. 
Home Mission Day was observed Nov. 9, 


offering for the Mission in Madi- 
son, Wis., was $108. The Holy Commu- 
nion was administered Noy. 16. There 
was one addition by letter and the attend- 
ance was fair, The 50th anniversary of 
the dedication of the First Church was 
observed Nov. 23, Rev. A. E, Truxal, D.D., 
of Somerset, Pa., preached an appropriate 
and helpful sermon. The W. M. 8. held 
their annual Thank Offering Nov. 29. Mrs. 
F, R. Casselman, of Butler, Pa., Thank 
Offering secretary of the W. M. 8S. of G. 
8., delivered the address. The offering 
amounted to $74. The Apportionment of 
the congregation amounting to $2,350 was 
paid. 


Christ’s Memorial Church, West Hazle- 
ton, Pa., Rev. E. Franklin Faust, pastor, 
began the season by the usual Harvest 
Home and Rally Day services. Mr. H. A. 
Reber, of Schuylkill Haven, Pa., brought 
an inspiring address to the people on 
Rally Day. In both services a fine rally 
to the work was experienced. October clos- 
ed with a lively Hallowe’en festival in 
which young and old mingled in fine fel- 
lowship. The Union Thanksgiving Day 
service was held in the Lutheran Church 
and was well attended. This was the sec- 
ond such union service in the community. 
The W. M. 8. held its annual Thank Offer- 
ing service on Dec. 7. The Society pre- 
sented the pageant, “Thanksgiving Leads 
Where?” And the young girls gave the 
pageant, “Keeping Faith.’ The Thank 
Offering placed on the altar was very lib- 
eral. On Dee. 14, the Mission Band held 
its Thank Offering service. The Band pre- 
sented 8 pageants or playlets, “Spending 
a Nickel,” “Visitors from Japan,” and 
“The House of Do What You Can.” These 
special programs proved to be a _ great 
stimulus to the evening attendance. On 
Dec. 14, in the morning, Christian Litera- 
ture was presented with special emphasis 
on the “Messenger.” 


St. Paul’s Church, 


and the 


Greenville, O., Rev. 


Edgar V. Loucks, pastor. On Nov. 9, at 
10.830 A. M., the Rev. H. J. Christman, 
D.D., president of Central Seminary, 


preached the annual sermon for the union 
Thank Offering service of the W. M. §., 
the G. M. G., and the Mission Band, All 
that could be desired was expressed 
through the splendid sermon of Dr. Christ- 
man, who also attended the session of the 
Church School. Dr, and Mrs. Christman 
were guests of the manse during the day. 
The pastor has charge of the training of 
the Junior Choir which meets regularly on 
Saturday afternoons. The ushers are do- 
ing effective and courteous work at every 
service. They are keenly interested in 
getting things done, and are taking the 


initiative in making improvements in 
equipment. A Prince of Peace Decla- 
mation Contest was held on Sunday 
evening, Nov. 9. Five girls were the 
contestants. The winner was Eloise 
G. Arnold. In the county contest, 
Miss Arnold won 2nd place. Instead 


of an Every Member Canvass, Church Loy- 
alty Day was held on Noy. 380 with very 
gratifying results. A Stewardship store- 
house, built by men of the Church, was 
used as the receptacle into which every 
member placed his pledge. It was an im- 
pressive sight, especially to see the little 


children being lifted so that they could 


put their offering into the storehouse. The 
service was deeply spiritual and brought 
blessing to all. 


It was just like Christmas to receive a 
message from Rey. H. W. J. Schulz, pastor 
of Christ Evangelical Reformed Church of 
New York-stating that for the first time 
in the history of the congregation they had 
paid their Apportionment in full, This 
came about, not without much planning 
and effort. "A few weeks ago Loyalty Sun- 
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NOTICE 


If you have received a state- 
ment of the amount due on 
your subscription for this year, 
and have not sent in your re- 


mittance, will you kindly do so 

by return mail? We would like 

to make as good a showing as 

possible for the fiscal year end- 
ing December 31. 


day was observed, and 50 per cent was sub- 
scribed for both budgets, and on Sunday, 
Dee. 7, the Every Member Canvass was 
completed by calling on those who did 
not attend Church on Loyalty Sunday, and 
as a result the Missionary budget for 1931 
was over-subseribed. This was done 
though the local budget was not fully 
reached, but the feeling is that the interest 
in missions and benevolence will generate 
enough spirit in the local Church to pay 
every dollar of current expense. This vir- 
gin success bears the stamp of a Christmas 
victory. It was the Christmas spirit that 
triumphed in the hearts of the people and 
brought out the magnificent response to 
the earnest pleading of a devoted pastor, 
who rejoices in the fact that at last his 
people have seen and seized the opportu- 
nity in spite of all depression and unem- 
ployment to pay their Apportionment in 
full. “Your zeal hath stirred up every 
man.” 2 Cor. 9:2. 


The pastorate of Rey. H. A. Fesperman 
began in Christ’s Church, Hagerstown, Md., 
on Nov. 1. The pastor and his family 
have been very warmly received. A re- 
ception attended by more than 400 people 
was given soon after the beginning of the 
pastorate with Rev. Charles D. Shaffer, of 
Frederick, Md., acting as master of cere- 
monies. Addresses were made by Dr. Scott 
R. Wagner, of Zion Church, Hagerstown, 
and Dr. W. S. Hess, of the Presbyterian 
Church, and president of the city min- 
isterial association of Hagerstown. A large 
basket of flowers was presented to Mrs. 
Fesperman. A week later a reception was 
also given by the Salem congregation with 
approximately 300 attending. A wonder- 
ful meal was served. A basket of gor- 
geous chrysanthemums was presented to 
the pastor’s wife and a gift of gold to the 
pastor. Rev. C. D. Shaffer also presided 
on this occasion in a very happy manner. 
The pastor responded on each occasion to 
the warm welcomes expressed. Prior to 
the arrival of the pastor, a donation 
party was given by the Salem con- 
gregation and the pantry was well 
stocked: The Mite Society of Christ’s 
Church had thoroughly renovated the 
parsonage so that it was like new in- 
side. Large and overflowing congregations 
have attended all services. The pastor has 
addressed the Rotary, Kiwanis and Lion’s 
Clubs since coming to the city. The con- 
gregation has been saddened by the recent 
death of 2 faithful members: Mrs. Sarah 
B. Cutshaw, aged 81, and John T. Gillian, 
aged 74. 


Hough Ave., Cleveland, O., Rev. A. V. 
Vondersmith, pastor, reports among the 
guest speakers at the evening services this 
fall, Judge Carl V. Weygandt, Dr. Don 
Tullis, Federated Churches, Cleveland; 
Prof. A. A. Cully, principal of the Glen- 
ville High School; A. A. Heckman, and 
Rev. A. W. Bloomfield, pastor of the Glen- 
ville Presbyterian Church, Cleveland. The 
W. M. 8S. Thank Offering service was held 
Nov. 30. Mrs. W. E. Schroerder, Thank 
Offering secretary, and Mrs. Albert Von- 
dersmith had charge of the devotions. Mrs. 
Craig, a returned missionary from Africa, 
gave the address. The trumpeters from the 
City Mission gave several selections. 
Home Mission Day was observed on Noy. 
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30. The offering was given to our Chureh 
at Madison, Wis. The choir gave their 
Christmas cantata Sunday evening, Dee. 
21. The 8. 8. Christmas program will be 
given Sunday evening, Dec. 28. The offer- 
ing will go to the Ft. Wayne and St. Paul’s 
Orphans’ Homes. The 8. S. gave $10 to 
the Home of the Aged at Upper Sandusky. 
Special services will be observed during the 
“Week of Prayer.” Holy Communion Jan. 
11. The 8. S. and W. M. 8. will give bas- 
kets at Christmas to the poor in the com- 


munity. The pastor sent Christmas greet- 
ings to the members and friends of the 
Church, The first service of the Junior 


Church was held Sunday morning, Dec. 14. 
Miss Francis Hoover is the superintendent. 

In Bethany-Cuyahoga Falls, O., Rev. J. 
Theodore Bucher, pastor, the W. M. S. 
spends two entire days each month sewing 
and making garments for the local Welfare 
Society for distribution among the needy, 
caused by the present depression. Father 
and Son Week was observed this year 
with a Father and Son Sunday and ser- 
mon. Instead of a banquet this year, there 
was a Father and Son party. This change 
was made because of the depression. The 
Union Thanksgiving service was held in 
St. John’s Episcopal Church. All the 
local ministers had a part. There were 38 
in the processional of vested ministers and 
choir members. The annual Thank Offer- 
ing of the W. M. S. and the Girls’ Mis- 
sionary Guild was held Noy. 30. The spe- 
cial feature was an address by Mrs. George 
8S. Dales, of Akron. Mrs. Dales has made 
a tour around the world, was dressed in 
the costume of a Bohemian and had the 
members of the Girls’ Guild assist her by 
appearing in the costumes of the various 
countries of which Mrs. Dales spoke. Supt. 
J. C. Horning, D.D., preached a very ae- 
ceptable sermon on Stewardship, Dee. 14. 
Bethany Church will have four services 
for the coming Christmas; each of which 
will vary to suit a particular purpose in 
the Christmas celebration. Vincent W. 
Bucher, the second son of the Rey. and 
Mrs. Bucher and a Middler in the Oberlin 
Graduate School of Theology, is making a 
very valuable and helpful assistant each 
week-end in the Intermediate and Young 
People’s Department of the Chureh Sehool. 
He is now finishing the process of organi- 
zation of a Scout Troop. 


The program of the North Penn Minis- 
terial Association. On Oct. 20, the devo- 
tionals and sermon were given by Rev. 
8S. J. Kirk. The paper, “The Future of 
Prohibition,” was read by Rev. A. N. 
Sayres. 
ferences, Schools and Camps was opened 
by Rev. S. E. Moyer. On Nov. 17, the 
devotionals and sermon were given by Rev. 
C. F. Althouse. The paper, “Fitting Stew- 
ardship into the Program of the Local 
Congregation,” was read by Rev. Howard 
Obold. Discussion was opened by Rey. A. 
M. Rahn. On Dee. 15, the devotionals and 
sermon were given by Rey. John B. Swartz. 
The paper, “Making the Will of Christ 
Supreme in Our World,’ was read by Rey. 
W. H. Cogley. Discussion was opened by 
Rev. T. C. Brown. On Jan. 19, the devo- 
tionals and sermon will be given by Rev. 
I. O. Shell. The paper, “Modern Theory 
of the Atonement,” will be read by Rey. 
H. Jerome Leinbach, and the discussion 
will be opened by Rev. G. B. Harm. In 
February the devotionals and sermon will 
be given by Rev. A. H. Shuler. The paper, 
“Dwight L. Moody —the Seeret of His 
Power,” will be read by Rev. C. F. Free- 
man, and the discussion will be opened 
by Rev. J. P. More, D.D. In Mareh the 
devotionals and sermon will be given by 
Rev. J. M. Herzog. The paper, “The N 
Member at Work,” will be read by F 
G. W. Hartman and the discussion will 
opened by Rey. G. W. Spotts. In 
the devotionals and sermon will be | 
by Rev. H. A. I. Benner, The pape 
Value of the Christian Classics,” 
read by Rev. J. R. yee! and ke di 


The discussion on Summer Con- — 
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In May the devotionals and sermon will 
be given by Rev. J. G. Gilds. The paper, 
“Keeping the Home Christian in Our Mod- 
ern World,” will be read by Rev. W. K. 
Beattie, and the discussion will be opened 
by Rev. C. B. Weaver. In June there will 
be an annual outing, the program commit- 


tee. In September the devotionals and 
sermon will be given by Rey. Scott Bren- 
ner. The paper, “The Attractions of a 


Rural Pastorate,” will be read by Rev. W. 
J. Kohler, and the discussion will be open- 
ed by Rev. J. E. Wildasin. 


A READER’S TRIBUTE 


I find a great deal of pleasure and real 
help in the reading of the “Messenger” and 
would not like to do without it. Many 
of the poems as well as some other articles 
I have clipped and put into my scrapbook. 

The Christian Endeavor Topie for the 
Senior Society is always very helpful in 
giving valuable material for the leader’s 
talk. It is a comprehensive article but 
written so that it is intelligible to all. A 
few thought questions added to these com- 
ments I believe would be a help in pro- 
voking some discussion on the topic. 

I have been wondering whether it would 
be possible to have a brief comment on 
the Junior Christian Endeavor Topic that 
would be of help to the Junior himself. 
It seems that such material is limited and 
I feel it very important. 

With very kindest regards, I remain, 


Very sincerely yours, 
Verna H. Ardery. 
Centre County C. E. Union, 
Bellefonte, Pa. 


CAROLING FEATURES CEDAR CREST 
CLOSING 


120 members of the Cedar Crest College 
Y. W. OC. A., traveling in six big trucks 
on Thursday evening, Dec. 18, singing 
forth “Holy Night,” “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem,” and the other fine old Christ- 
mas carols at the homes of 15 of their 
professors in Allentown, Bethlehem, and 
nearby towns, awoke the community to the 
more beautiful aspects of modern Christ- 
mas, which has become in some ways too 
highly commercialized. 


In addition to this caroling, 75 of the 
Cedar Crest girls formed a double line of 
undergraduates in front of President Cur- 
tis’s home the next morning and escorted 
him and Mrs. Curtis to the main dining 
room for breakfast. 


“Why the Chimes Rang,” the annual 
Christmas play given at the college for 
six years past, was also presented on the 
eve of the departure of the 215 students 
for their homes in 12 different States. It 
tells the story of how the kindness of a 
boy, Holger, results in a miracle. It is an 
ideal play to be given in Churches and 
makes a fitting drama either for a Church 
without a stage or for one provided with 
adequate scenic effects. Pastors wishing 
information for another Christmas occa- 
sion should write President W. F. Curtis. 

The turkey dinner for 285 people in 
the great new dining room, 170 feet long, 
was also a toothful repast. On the tables 
and on the windows were small evergreen 
trees between which tall red tapers gave 
a touch of Christmas color. 


DR. MARSBY ROTH’S 35TH 
ANNIVERSARY 


Sunday, Dee. 15, will be long remember- 
ed by the pastor and the congregation of 
Trinity Church, Hanover, Pa., as a red- 
letter day in the history of the congrega- 
tion. 35 years ago, on Dee. 15, 1895, the 
Rev. Dr. Marsby J. Roth, became the pas- 
tor of Trinity Church. At that time the 
congregation had a membership of 320. 
During these ensuing 35 years, as a re- 
sult of the faithful and devoted labors of 
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Dr. Roth, the congregation has steadily 
grown until it now numbers 1,307 members. 
Trinity has a Sunday School with a larger 
enrollment than any other school within 
the bounds of Potomae Synod. This con- 
gregation has also a remarkable record as 
to its benevolences. It stands first in the 
whole Reformed Church for its subserip- 
tion to and payments made to the Forward 
Movement Fund. The exact amount paid 
was $75,940. Trinity has always been a 
liberal supporter of the benevolences of the 
Church at large, and as a congregation is 
free of debt. This congregation has also 
the honor of having 7 of its sons in the 
Christian ministry, four of whom began 
their ministry during the pastorate of Dr. 
Roth. On Sunday, the 15th, the large edi- 
fice proved too small to hold the congre- 
gations that thronged its doors, In the 
morning Dr. Roth took as his theme, “The 


Dr. M. J. Roth 


Fulfillment of Joy.” During this service 
an anthem, written specially for the serv- 
ice by the organist and choirmaster, E. FE. 
Schroder, and dedicated to Dr. Roth, was 
sung. The words of the anthem are the 
words of Dr. Harbaugh’s immortal hymn, 
“Jesus, I Live to Thee.” In the evening 
at 7 o’clock a reunion of the catechumens 
confirmed during Dr. Roth’s pastorate was 
held. Of the 1,004 confirmed, about 500 
were present; a number of those confirmed 
took part in the evening services. 


Monday evening, Dee. 16, a reception 
was held for Dr. and Mrs. Roth in the 
Church. The attendance was estimated at 
about 800. Mr. Clayton P. Bair, supt. of 
the 8.S., presided. A number of visiting 
ministers made congratulatory addresses. 
Then the very popular elder of the con- 
gregation, the Hon. Andrew R. Brodbeck, 
made a very telling speech and presented 
the pastor with a glass enclosed case con- 
taining $350 in gold. A similar case was 
presented to Mrs. Roth and contained $100 
in gold. The money was all in $10 gold 
pieces and all bore the date 1895. At the 
close of the service, Dr. and Mrs. Roth, 
together with the members of their family, 
formed a receiving line and personally wel- 
comed all who were present. Following 
these special features, all assembled passed 
into the primary Sunday School room, 
where refreshments were served by the 
members of the Mite Society of the con- 
gregation, The “Messenger” desires to 
join most heartily in congratulating Dr. 
and Mrs. Roth upon their long and fruitful 
labors, not only in Trinity congregation, 
but throughout their years of pastoral 
labors. May they continue to be richly 
blessed and have many more years of sac- 
rificial service. 
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MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Ministers enrolled in our Sustentation 
Pension Fund during the past few weeks 
are the Revs. Wynn, Franklin, Slifer, 
Gradwohl, Scott, Brenner, Mathes, Nace, 
Barley, Johansmann, Johnson, Klaudt, 
Troutman, Pentz, Shue, V. A. Ruth and 
Paul Slinghoff. 


The Board greatly appreciates the 
promptness of these ministers in forward- 
ing their applications to this office. We 
trust that all ministers entitled to mem- 
bership will forward their applications at 
onee, 


Every licensed or ordained minister in 
the Reformed Church in good and regular 
standing and every commissioned lay mis- 
sionary, Home or Foreign, not over 60 
years of age is entitled to join the Sus- 
tentation Fund, provided an application 
has been duly made on a blank furnished 
for that purpose. Blank applications can 
be received by applying to the office of the 
Board of Ministerial Relief, 1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


All ministers under 60 years of age are 
by order of the General Synod encouraged 
to join the Sustentation or Pension Fund. 
Young men seeking ordination to the min- 
istry at the hands of a Classis of the Re- 
formed Church are to be confronted by the 
order of General Synod with the expecta- 
tion of the Church that they shall begin 
at once to provide for their own old age 
or for their dependents by becoming mem- 
bers of the Fund and supporting it by rais- 
ing their quota for the completion of the 
endowment. 


We would suppose that all ministers 
eligible to membership would enroll at 
once but strange to say we have a num- 
ber of men who have been in the ministry 
for several years and continue to ignore 
the expectation of General Synod that they 
will join the Fund and give it their most 
hearty support. For application blanks or 
further information, address the Board of 
Ministerial Relief, 1505 Race Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


J, W. Meminger, Secretary. 
Eugene L. McLean, Treasurer. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 


The choir of St. Daniel’s Lutheran 
Church of Robesonia, under the leadership 
of J. Kenneth Christman, gave a fine mu- 
sical program to the children on Sunday 
evening, Dee. 14. Mr. Christman 
teaches our choir. 


also 


The Bethany truck has just returned 
home from the other side of the mountain 
with a truck load of 20 Christmas trees. 
The air around Bethany is charged with 
the Christmas spirit. Some people ask, 
How does Bethany observe Christmas? The 
program is as follows: 


Sun.,10 A. M.—Christmas Sermon 

Mon., 6.45 P. M.—A Christmas Story 

Tues., 6.45 P. M.—A Christmas Entertain- 
ment in the Church 

Wed., 6.45 P. M.—Christmas 
Savior Expected” 

Thurs., Christmas, 5.80. A. M.—Carols be- 
fore the Cottages 


Eve, “The 


6.30 A.M.—Early Dawn Service, “The 
Savior Come” 

7.00 A, M.—Breakfast 

8.00 A. M.—Distribution of Gifts 

12.00 Noon—Christmas Feast 

2.30 P.M.—Service, “The Savior Wor- 
shiped” F 

6.30 P. M.—Song Service and Contem- 
plation 


Fri., 6.45 P. M.—Illustrated Lecture, “The 
Other Wise Man” 


Sat., 6.45 P. M.—‘The Three Kings of 
Orient,” Pageant 


l4 REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 


DECEMBER 25, 1930 


| aE Sa 


S006 


Fy SS 090 5 0S O00 SS O00 0 SS 0 SG 


@ HOME AND YOUNG FOLKS 


© 0 G0 0 ——— J © © Ga 0 © Ce 0 GC 0 Ce) 0 0 Ce 0 0 Ce 0 0 CoG 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


FINDING THE BABE 
Text: Luke 2:16, “And they came with 
haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, 
and the Babe lying in a manger.” 


Three of the most encouraging promises 
Jesus has given us are recorded by St. 
Matthew and St. Luke: “Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 
for every one that asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened.” 

We see these promises anticipated in the 
seeking and finding of the Babe in the 
manger. Last week I told you about 
“Seeking the Babe”; today I will tell you 
about “Finding the Babe.” 

Next to Mary and Joseph, the first to 
find the baby Jesus were the shepherds, 
for whose beautiful story we are indebted 
to St. Luke. After the angel had announc- 
ed the birth of Jesus to the shepherds, and 
the angel chorus had sung its beautiful 
“Gloria in Excelsis,” and had returned to 
heaven, the shepherds said one to another: 
“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem. and 
see this thing that is come to pass, which 
the Lord hath made known unto us.” 

They did not question what the angels 
had told them. They believed in the prom- 
ises of God. To them the great promise 
had come to pass, and they wanted to see 
the wonderful Babe, about Whom the an- 
gel had said, “Ye shall find a babe wrap- 
ped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a 
manger.” And they came with haste, and 
found both Mary and Joseph, arid the Babe 
lying in the manger. 

And when they saw it, they made known 
concerning the saying which was spoken 
to them about this Child. And all that 
heard it wondered at the things which 
were spoken unto them by the shepherds, 
who returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all the things that they had heard and 
seen, even as it was spoken unto them. 

It is St. Matthew who tells us how the 
Wise-men found the Babe they were seek- 
ing. When they had come to Jerusalem 
saying, “Where is He that is born King 
of the Jews? for we saw His star in the 
east, and are come to worship Him,” they 
learned that Bethlehem was to be His 
birthplace, according to prophecy, and they 
went on their way; and lo, the star, which 
they saw in the east, went before them, 
till it came and stood over where the 
young Child was. And they came into the 
house and saw the young Child with Mary 
His mother; and they fell down and wor- 
shiped Him; and opening their treasures 
they offered unto Him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. 

There was another one who was seeking 
the Babe, but he did not find Him. When 
the Wise-men left Jerusalem to go to Beth- 
lehem, Herod the king said to them, “Go 
and search out exactly concerning the 
young Child; and when ye have found 
Him, bring me word, that I also may come 
and worship Him.” But the Wise-men de- 
parted into their own country another way. 

Were not the Wise-men rather dis- 
courteous to Herod, after he had gone to 
the trouble to find out for them where the 
Babe shouldbe born, by not telling him 
about the Christ Child? But there was a 
reason for this. St. Matthew tells us, “And 
being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Hered, they departed 


into their own country another way.” They 
obeyed God rather than Herod. 

But why should God not want Herod to 
find the Babe? If you will read the next 
paragraph you will find that St. Matthew 
explains it all. “Now when they were de- 
parted, behold, an angel of the Lord ap- 
peareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, 
Arise and take the young Child and His 
mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until I tell thee: for Herod will seek 
the young Child to destroy Him. And he 
arose and took the young Child and His 
mother by night, and departed into Egypt; 
and was there until the death of Herod: 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, saying, 
Out of Egypt did I call My Son.” 

That what was said about Herod was 
true is shown by the fact that when he 
saw that he was mocked of the Wise-men, 
he was very angry, and sent forth, and 
slew all the male children that were in 
Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, 
from two years old and under, according 
to the time which he had exactly learned 
of the Wise-men, in the hope that he might 
kill the Babe who was called “King of the 
Jews.” 
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WHAT TEACHING MEANS TO ME 


What does teaching mean to me? 
A wonderful opportunity 
To watch, to guide and carefully plan 
The work that may make a worth while 
man, ; 


What does teaching mean to me? 
A blessed privilege just to be 
The trusted guide to supply the wings 
That might lift him up into bigger 
things. 


What does teaching mean to me? 
Missionary work without crossing the 
sea 
A chance to love and to lead the way 
Of a little child, lest he go astray. 


All this it means to me, and more; 
It means a widely opened door 
Where I may reap as well as sow, 
Where I may live, and work, and grow. 
Annabell Funk. 
Sandwich, Ill. 
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Some years ago there was performed in 
a large hall in London a mystery play 
called “Eager Heart.” The story is briefly 
this, as related by H. Lucas: Eager Heart 
is a poor maiden living in a wayside cot- 
tage, who has heard that the king is going 
to pass that way, and that he will take up 
his quarters for a night somewhere in the 
neighborhood. With all diligence she pre- 
pares the best room in her cottage for his 
reception, hoping that she may be the 
favored one whom he will honor with a 
visit. Her two sisters, Eager Fame and 
Eager Sense, deride her expectations, and 
assure her that the king would never con- 
descend to enter so humble an abode, and 
that he will, as a matter of course, seek 
hospitality with some of the great folk in 
that part of the country. She, however, 
has a strong premonition that her hopes 
are not ill-founded, and goes on with her 
preparations. When all is ready, a knock 
is heard at the door, and a poor woman 
with an infant at her breast begs the 
charity of a night’s lodging. Eager Heart, 
sad and disappointed, yet feeling that she 
cannot refuse such a request, gives up to 
the distressed wayfarers the room which 
she had prepared for the king; and then 


goes forth into the night in the hopes of 
meeting him and at least expressing her 
good-will to have entertained him had it 
been possible. On her way she meets a 
company of shepherds, who tell her they 
have seen a vision of angels, who have 
assured them that the king has already 
come, and is in the village. And as they 
return, they are joined by another pilgrim 
band, of eastern princes, who are making 
their way, guided by a heavenly light, to 
pay their homage to their sovereign lord. 
Needless to say, it is to the cottage of 
Eager Heart herself that they are guided. 
The infant is Himself the King, and the 
homeless woman is the Queen Mother. 
Eager Heart sought the King and she 
found Him. 


There were other seekers of the Babe, as 
we are told by St. Luke, and they were 
not disappointed. When the baby Jesus 
was old enough, they brought Him to the 
temple to present Him to the Lord, as it 
is written in the law of the Lord, “Every 
male child that is born shall be called 
holy to the Lord.” Now there was a man 
in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; 
and this man was righteous and devout, 
looking for the consolation of Israel: and 
the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had 
been revealed unto him by the Holy Spirit, . 
that he should not see death, before he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came 
in the Spirit into the temple: and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, 
that they might do concerning Him after 
the custom of the law, then he received 
Him into his arms, and blessed God, and 
said: 


“Now lettest thou thy servant depart, 
Lord, 

According to thy word in peace; 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, ~ 

Which thou hast prepared before the face 
of all peoples; 

A light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

And the glory of thy people Israel.” 


There was also a prophetess, by the name 
of Anna, who was very old, who departed 
not from the temple, worshiping with 
fastings and supplications night and day. 
She also was a seeker of the Babe, and 
coming up at that very hour she saw Him 
and gave thanks unto God, and spake of 
Him to all them that were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

The Babe, as you know, is Jesus, Who 
became the Savior of the world, and the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. Have 
you found the Babe? Is He your Saviour, 
your King and your Lord? 


HARSH CURE 


Hubby (at breakfast)—“T’ve got a bad 
head this morning.” 

Wife—“I’m sorry, dear. 
be able to shake it off.” 


Boston Transcript. 


I do hope you'll 
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“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


SHARING OUR CHILDREN’S JOYS ~ 
By Mrs. Nestor Noel a 


“Are you going to the school entertain- 
ment?” I asked a mother one day. " 
“Oh, no, I i Bary 33 she ans 
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_ “I believe your daughter is to take an 
important part,” I continued. 

_ “Yes, I believe Myrtle’s role is rather 
important,” she assented. 

She seemed quite indifferent. I do not 
suppose she really was so, in her heart. 
When Myrtle was ill, I remember she 
nursed that child, night and day, and 
hardly left the sick room more than a few 
minutes at a time. 

I wonder why some mothers show such 
unselfishness during sickness whereas at 
other times, they appear wholly indiffer- 
ent, Is it because their love only awakens 
when danger threatens the child? 

These mothers do not seem to realize 
that they may lose their children in more 
ways than one, Sickness is not the only 
enemy that steals our boys and girls from 
us. If we show our love for our children 
only when they are hurt, we may quickly 
lose their confidence. We must learn to 
share their joys as well as their sorrows if 
we want to hold their affection forever. 
We should play with them when they are 
little, rejoice in their childish success and 
share their later triumphs. I love the sight 
of a child rushing to Mother with each 
new-found treasure, perhaps a flower or a 
sea-shell. One can forecast the mother’s 
future influence at once by the way she 
receives her child. When she enters into 
the child’s interest whole-heartedly, you 
can see that she is the sort of mother who 
will always be a real “chum.” 

You have heard women say, “Oh, yes, it 
is very pretty. Run along now.” If that 
represents the mother’s habitual attitude 
she is lacking in sympathy, and will not 
realize that the child is repelled by the 
coldness back of the words, 


I remember when I was at boarding 
school, I used to notice the mothers who 
came to take their children home for the 
holidays or sometimes merely to visit them. 
No mother came to visit me or share my 
joys, and so, as lonely children must often 
do, I used to watch the other mothers 
hungrily, longingly. I used to wonder in 
my childish way, which mother I would 
like to be mine if I were allowed to choose 
a mother. It was not the over-dressed 
woman that I chose. It was the one who 
seemed to be all in all to her children. It 
was not the one who held them at arm’s 
length and said, “Do not be so rough; you 
will crush my dress.” Oh, no! It was not 
these I wanted! It was the one whose 
children rushed into her arms, the one to 
whom all wanted to talk at the same time; 
it was the mother who made herself a 
“chum” that I chose. 


I love to see a mother playing with her 
children. I like to see her link her arm 
familiarly with theirs as they walk in the 
woods together. I like to hear her just 
as eager as they are about the things that 
give them pleasure. The “play” mother 
who has shared her children’s joys from 
the first instant of their birth, has a great- 
er chance of keeping their love in later 
years than the mother who has given them 
only food and clothing. We may often 
learn much more about our children by 
playing ball with them than by watching 
them through a long illness. The mother 
who plays with her children is the mother 
who is dearly loved. 


“For seventeen years I was Superintend- 
ent of the City Schools of Houston, Texas. 
During this time I had ample opportunity 
for studying the actual results of kinder- 
garten work. As a result of this study, I 
am deeply convinced of the fact that a 
good kindergarten produces results that 
are not one whit inferior to those produc- 
ed by elementary school, high school, col- 
lege, university, or any other educational 
agency.”—P. W. Horn, President, Texas 
Technological College, Lubbock, Texas. 

The National Kindergarten Association, 
8 West Fortieth Street, New York, will be 
glad to furnish kindergarten leaflets to 
anyone wishing to get a kindergarten open- 
ed. Write for information. 
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THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


“Spare the rod and spoil the 
child” means that the only way to 
prevent a boy from going to the 
devil is to give him torments now. 


“T am collecting,” she said, “for the suf- 
fering poor.” 

“Yes,” said the man, “but are you sure 
they really suffer as much as some people 
seem to think?” 

“Oh, I’m quite sure,” she answered, “I 
go to their homes and talk to them for 
hours.” 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. De Chant 


It is Christmas night. The home Chureh 
is crowded. My Birthday Club boys and 
girls are giving a pageant. Mary, in 
Madonna colors—red for sacrifice, blue for 
constancy, white for purity, is bending over 
the manger. Joseph, too, is there. The 
only light we ean see is the star above 
the manger, and Mary sings a _ lullaby. 
Then, from “field and fountain, moor and 
mountain” come personages in royal robes 
and make their way to the manger, sing- 
ing, “We Three Kings of Orient Are.” 
But that is not all they sing, for now I 
hear, “Bearing gifts we traverse afar.” 
And as I watch them offer their gold, 
frankincense and myrrh and bow down 
and worship the newborn babe, my 
thoughts “traverse afar’—to Shenchowfu, 
China, to our Miss Minerva 8. Weil, shar- 
ing with Chinese children gifts made by 
boys and girls in our Wentz’s Church, Wor- 
cester, Pa.; to Yochow City where our 
Chinese head-nurse gives American gifts 
to sick folks; to our kindergartens in Ja- 
pan, too, where our boxes of toys and dolls 
will be opened Christmas morning; to the 
Philippines, where thousands of Treasure 
Ohests have been sent; and to Baghdad, 
Iraq, where our Miss Effie May House will 
distribute the more than 50 gifts which 
her home Church Mission Band, Pleasant 
Unity, Pa., sent for her students in the 
American School for Girls. . . . The pag- 
eant has ended and it is time for the 
offering. And how fine it is to see you 
giving even more gifts—gifts of money 
that will mean warmth and food and 
clothes for our orphans. And I hear whis- 
perings that boxes of books and other gifts 
were sent to orphanages, to our Winne- 
bago Indians, to our Japanese kinder- 
gartens in San Francisco, to our Bethel 
Reformed Community Center, Philadelphia, 
and to our Negro friends in Bowling Green 
Academy, Kentucky. Nor have we for- 
gotten the boys and girls in our Miss Mar- 
garet Motter’s School in Piney Mountain, 
Kentucky. . . . It has been a love-ly serv- 
ice, this “bearing gifts” service of ours, 
hasn’t it? 


The Family Altar 


By A. W. Krampe, D.D. 


HELP FOR THE WEEK DEC. 29-JAN. 4 
Practical Thought: Thou shalt go before 
the face of the Lord to make ready His 
ways. Luke 1:76. 
Memory Hymn: “Standing at the Portal 
of the Op’ning Year.” 


Monday—Jehovah’s Messenger 
Mal. 3:1-6 
For the next six months we are to study 
the life of Jesus. It is proper to introduce 
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these studies with some meditations on 
John the Baptist whose life is so closely 
connected with that of Jesus. The pro- 
phets had spoken of a forerunner, a mes- 
senger, of one who was to prepare the way 
for the Lord. Thus Malachi (My messen- 
ger) speaks of him. It was a time of crisis; 
people had lost faith in God and some ask- 
ed in despair, “Where is the God of jus- 
tice?” (2:17). To this the prophet an- 
swered: He is coming soon and suddenly, 
for His messenger is already on the way 
to remove the obstacles. The task of the 
messenger is not a pleasant one. It’s to 
be a time of purifying and cleansing, how- 
ever, not for the purpose of destroying 
but saving the people. God loves the house 
of Jacob and His love is unchanging. 
Prayer: Our gracious Father, we thank 
Thee this morning for Thy lovingkindness, 
Thy tender merey. We would walk with 
Thee this day and glorify Thy name in all 
that we do and say. Keeps us in the 
hollow of Thy hand and bless us. Amen. 


Tuesday—The Parentage of John the 
Baptist. Luke 1:8-22 

From the gospels we learn that pro- 
phesies concerning the mesenger had ref- 
erence to John the Baptist. Luke alone 
gives the story of the birth of John. It 
is a simple yet beautiful story. In the 
days of Herod the Great there lived in 
Judea a priest named Zacharias and his 
wife Elizabeth. Both were very pious, 
serving the Lord in all sincerity. How- 
ever, like Abraham and Sarah, they were 
advanced in life but childless. Just what 
that meant to them we cannot well appre- 
ciate. While serving in the temple and 
burning incense, the angel Gabriel appear- 


ed to Zacharias and announced the ful- 
fillment of a long abandoned hope. Eliza- 


beth, his wife, was to bear a son who 
would bring joy to many. In the spirit 
and power of Elijah he would turn the 
hearts of fathers to the children. This 
news was too good for Zacharias to be- 
lieve. He doubted and as a result became 
dumb for a season. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O Lord, for the 
beautiful stories in the Bible. How we 
loved to hear these in our childhood days! 
What joy they brought to us! Help us, in 
faith, to pass them on to our boys and girls 
so that their days may be full of joy and 
blessedness, Amen. 


Wednesday—tThe Birth of John the Baptist 
Luke 1:57-66 

Zacharias, after having fulfilled his du- 
ties, perhaps for a few days under physical 
handicap — being dumb — returned to his 
home and in due time the promised son 
was born. Not only did the parents re- 
joice but the friends and neighbors came 
to bring congratulations. At the circum- 
cision, when the boy was also to be named, 
Elizabeth insisted upon calling him John. 
The friends protested, but when Zacharias 
was asked he too named him John. The 
power of his speech was now restored and 
this incident made a profound impression 
on all, They recognized God’s hand in this 
and wondered what the future might have 
in store for the child. Zacharias reveals 
this in part in his song which we are to 
consider Jater. 

Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, by Thy 
grace we have come to the last day of 
this year. Thou hast graciously watched 
over us and brought us safely through the 
year. Our hearts go out in gratitude to 
Thee for all Thy goodness to us. We have 
not merited these blessings but Thou hast 
showered them upon us because Thou dost 
love us. We thank Thee for all and ask 
Thee to forgive us our sins. Amen. 


Thursday—John’s Testimony Concern- 
ing Himself. Matt. 3:1-12 
John is often called the “Herald of the 
King.” His special task was to awaken 
the people from their indifference and to 
stir them to action in preparation for the 
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coming King. To the people it seemed that 
the ministry and preaching of John was a 
revival of the old prophetic order. They 
saw in him a true prophet of God. John 
himself, however, wished the people to dis- 
tinctly understand that he was merely the 
“voice of the wilderness’ whose mission 
it was to get the people ready for the 
coming of the greater prophet. The bur- 
den of his message was a call to repent- 
ance, to a change of heart and mind, which 
was absolutely necessary to receive the 
King. John was unassuming and fearless, 
but intensely in earnest. Multitudes were 
attracted by his preaching and in baptism 
declared their intention of joining the new 
movement. Thus John successfully per- 
formed his mission as a way-preparer, the 
forerunner and herald of the King. 

Prayer: We lift up our eyes unto Thee, 
O Heavenly Father, this morning on the 
first day of this New Year, for our help 
cometh from Thee. Let Thy presence go 
with us, guide us by Thy Spirit and give 
us Thy peace. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 


Friday—Jesus’ Testimony Concerning John 
Matt. 11:7-14 


John had been thrown into prison for 
the truth’s sake. There seemed to be no 
prospect of rescue. The fearless witness 
begins to doubt. He sends messengers to 
Jesus. How wisely, how tenderly Jesus 
deals with His friend. He sympathizes 
with John, for He realizes the difficulty of 
his situation. In His answer to John He 
points out to him the tokens of his divine 
mission in his helpful, healing, comforting 
work. Then turning to the people Jesus 
pays John a wonderfully beautiful trib- 
ute. The forerunner was not a reed, not 
a coward, but a hero, one of God’s great 
spokesmen, yea, the greatest of them, that 
are born of women. He distinctly affirms 
that John was the “Messenger” of whom 
the Old Testament prophets had spoken. 
Jesus’ praise of John puts the stamp of 
approval upon John’s work. 

Prayer: 

“Standing at the portal of the op’ning year, 

Words of comfort meet us, hushing ev’ry 


fear; 

Spoken thro’ the silence by our Father’s 
voice, 

Tender, strong and faithful, making us 
rejoice. 

Onward then and fear not, children of 
the day; 

For His word shall never, never pass 
away.” Amen. 


Saturday—John’s Testimony Concerning 
Jesus. John 1:29-34 


In the first chapter of the gospel] of 
John we have several testimonies. Just 
preceding the passage selected for our 
meditation, John in speaking of himself 
disclaims his being the Messiah, Elijah, or 
the prophet. He is content with being the 
voice of One crying in the wilderness. He 
points away from himself to the “Greater 
One” whom he describes as the “Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the 
world.” There is, no doubt, in this testi- 
mony a reference to Isaiah 53 and thus 
these words point us to the cross. It there- 
fore seems that Jesus was fully recognized 
by John as the Messiah. In the last verse 
of our meditation the Baptist says: “And 
I have seen and have borne witness that 
this is the Son of God” (vs. 34). 

Prayer: 

“My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
Saviour divine! 

Now hear me while I pray, 
Take all my guilt away, 

O let me from this day 

Be wholly Thine.” Amen. 


Sunday—The Benedictus 
Luke 1:67-79 
Characteristic of Luke’s Gospel are the 
several hymns which the author records in 
connection with the birth story of Jesus 


CHUGH 
and John the Baptist. The one by 
Zacharias is called the Benedictus. All 
these songs take their names from the 


opening words of the Latin version of the 
Bible. This song is a prophetic utterance 
full of patriotic hope and joyful expecta- 
tion. In the Benedictus the national note 
is dominant while in the song of Mary 
(Magnificat) the personal note is sounded. 
Zacharias predicts the deliverance of 
Israel. The work of the deliverer is re- 
mission of sins and reconciliation with 
God, This will bring about a change in 
people who will worship God in holiness 
and righteousness. The salvation comes 
from God and is given through the “Horn 
of salvation, the Dayspring from on High.” 
Zacharias rejoices in the fact that his own 
son, John, is to be the way-preparer for 
this deliverer. The priestly character of 
this song is significant—“it begins with 
blessing and ends with peace.” 

Prayer: Thou, O God, art ever near, al- 
though we cannot see Thee with our eyes. 
We give Thee thanks on this first Sunday 
of the New Year and ask Thee to bless us 
in our worship today so that our faith may 
grow stronger in our fellowship with Thee. 
Keep us close to Thyself, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen, 


I sure am sorry to hear that 
your wife.” 
boss, but Ah jes’ had to; she 


“Rastus, 
you buried 
“Yassuh, 
was dead.” 


BRING HER BACK 


A university student, when sitting for 
an examination, was asked to compose one 
verse of poetry including the words “an- 
alyze” and “anatomy.” 

He wrote: 

“My analyze over the ocean, 
My analyze over the sea; 
Oh, will you go over the ocean 
And bring my anatomy.” 


Glasgow Record. 


The Slave Who Conquered 


a King 


A Christmas Story 
(Concluded from last issue) 


By Richard K. Morton 
(Book Rights Reserved) 


A few nights later, the king’s entourage 
was awakened in the middle of the night 
by a great commotion behind the stables. 
They ran out to see what the matter was, 
and did not forget their weapons. Twenty 
of their finest horses were gone. A hasty 
survey also revealed that all the slaves had 
also disappeared. 

The king was almost beside himself with 
rage, and vowed vengeance in terms which 
became more and more cruel with every 
minute that passed. 

About the king’s palace all was con- 
fusion and disorder. Soldiers were running 
here and there, and the king was issuing 
orders in somewhat the way that a machine 
gun discharges bullets. Several soldiers 
had been at once sent out to find any 
traces of the stolen horses and of the 
thieves and slaves. 

In three hours the scouts had returned, 
reporting nothing but the discovery of 
many tracks which the horses had made. 

An hour passed, and then the soldiers 
heard the sound of horses’ feet. 

It was the slaves who were returning 
with all the stolen horses and two Arab- 
ian bandits as captives! 

The king and the soldiers were dum- 
founded. But the king sensed some plot. 
So he had the horses returned to their 
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stables, imprisoned the bandits, and again 
whipped the slaves for taking his horses 
and for leaving his headquarters. He did 
not, however, soon forget the incident. 

He noted the improved quality of the 
slaves’ work, the absence of disorder, and 
the improvement which the slaves had 
voluntarily made in their quarters and 
around the palace in general. 

The slave who had started all this asked 
the king, after a while, if he might not 
assist him in the palace. He bade the king 
take his life if he were unfaithful in any 
way. The king was at first highly suspic- 
ious and gruff, but he finally decided that 
he could easily detect any evidence of 
eraftiness in this slave, and it would be a 
good chance to wreak special vengeance up- 
on this individual slave. 

Days passed, and the slaves had, through 
their vigilance, saved the king from a sur- 
prise attack by desert bandits, discovered 
for him a rich treasure left by vandals 
as they fled from their camp upon the ap- 
proach of the slaves, and improved the 
condition of the land all around the palace. 
The king was beginning to be impressed. 

Then one day the slave in the palace 
noticed some suspicious movements upon 
the part of the pagan  liteutenant 
whom the king had requested to bring 
him some rich dishes which he particularly 
fancied. This lieutenant had for some 
time been in high favor. As he advanced 
toward the king, the slave had to make a 
great decision. If he wrongly challenged 
this favorite, it would mean death. But 
he was sure that some plot was being 
worked against the king. 

As the king prepared to taste the first 


dish, the slave cried, “Hold, O King!” and. 


then fell down in supplication before him. 

“What does this mean?” thundered the 
king angrily. “How dare you presume to 
disturb me thus? What do you mean by 
this noise?” 

“Upon my life,” replied the slave tremb- 
ling, “I believe that your food has been 
poisoned. Do not eat it, therefore, until 
it has been tested. I risk my life upon 
this, but do it for your majesty.” 

The king was greatly angered, and beat 
the slave. But he ate no more. ; 

“Let me be revenged upon this evil 
slave!” beseeched the lieutenant. 

“Hold!” commanded the king. “TI shall 
infliet all the punishment which may be 
necessary.” 

“Then let me have this food tested, and 
dispel. all doubts,” said the lieutenant 
quickly, 

“Would you be judge of your own ease, 
no matter how unimportant it may be?” 
inquired the king with a crafty look at 
the lieutenant. “I do not like your anx- 
iety, and the way you tremble and grow 
pale. I will have this tested by someone 
whom I trust.” 

He summoned another soldier, and went 
out to where a learned scientist waited 
upon the king for any service which might 
be required. 

The old scientist carefully tested the 
food before the king. 

After a while, he looked up at the king 
in alarm and said: “There is poison in this 
food!” 

The king’s great surprise almost imme- 
diately gave way to even greater anger. 

“Imprison the lieutenant!” he ecom- 
manded. 

Then he went back into his palace and 
summoned a few in whom he had the 
greatest trust. Quietly they were to search 
out the backgrounds of this incident, to see 
if it reached more deeply. 


Then he summoned the slave to him 
again, 


“You have served me well. You shall 


remain with me here and share the bene- 
fits of my pleasure. But why did you serve 
me so diligently?” ‘ 


“Because, O king, I wanted to serve both — 


of the great masters to whom I owe al- 
legiance,” answered the slave humbly. — 


“What do you mean by ‘both’ ?” 


manded the king quickly. i 
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“Your gracious and noble majesty is my 
earthly master,” replied the slave, “but I 
come from a Christian land where one has 
also a heavenly master who is lord of all, 
who is the One who revealed God to men.” 

“T will have none of your Christianity!” 
exclaimed the king. “For it teaches crafti- 
ness and treachery and many other evils.” 

“Alas, O king!” replied the slave sadly, 
“those faults you find only in those who 
forget that they are Christians and depart 
from its teachings. Our Leader is a teach- 
er of love, peace, the beauty of character, 
service, and sacrifice. With these in my 
heart I thought to serve you, though you 
beat me, railed against me, and even took 
my life.” 

The king dismissed the slave, and fell 
to thinking. He was perplexed. This was 
a new attitude for a slave to take. This 
was a curious message for a slave to bring. 


For many days the slaves continued to 
serve the king far beyond his fondest 
wishes. Further evidences of disloyalty 
and craftiness developed among his sol- 
diers and lieutenants. He banished a few, 
and severely punished many more. All this 
was a heavy blow against the beliefs which 
he had always held. 


Then one night the king had a dream. 
It was a dream of a journey into another 
land where lived noble people and where 
treasures were abundant. It was a hard 
journey, and one by one his followers left 
him, and one by one the things that had 
always ministered to his life proved in- 
adequate. This new land was ruled by a 
poor Child, and he was going to fall down 
before this Child and worship. This Child 
was a King of kings. When he had risen 
and gone forth, he seemed to feel more 
like a king, and he seemed to have more 
hope and find more joy in life. The dream 
was so intensely real that the king awoke 
and became alarmed. 


Early in the morning he summoned the 
slave to him. 


“You told me something of your relig- 
ion,” he began, “and now I command you 
to tell me what my dream may mean.”’ And 
he told the slave his dream. 


“You have been most fortunate in your 
dream, O king,’ he replied after a mo- 
ment. “For it reveals you going into a 
spiritual kingdom ruled by the Son of 
God, the Child of Bethlehem, whose life 
has meant so much to us. In that king- 
dom even kings find new hope and new 
life. You have always had many followers 
in this land, but they have served you for 
their own interests, for your money and 
your fame. You have always had wealth, 
but you have never known the riches of 
the spirit. But you want to find them. 
In this dream you put aside all the things 
which were not enough to help you reach 
the greatest in life and sought the king- 
dom of this Child. It is a dream most 
happy and most wonderful.” 

The king, deeply impressed, dismissed 
the slave. 

Later, he sent embassies into the distant 
Christian lands to learn more definitely 
and authoritatively of the Christian faith. 
Then he began to try to practice its 
teachings. He was amazed at the results. 
All of his followers became more loyal, 


more industrious, and far happier. Condi- 
tions improved, and the tribe grew strong- 
er and wealthier. It began to take an 
interest in the finer arts and to cultivate 
many long-neglected virtues. There de- 
veloped a much more enlightened view of 
religion, and education and social life ad- 
vanced greatly. The land had more inter- 
est in the study of such professions as 
medicine and law. 

For five years the king practiced the 
new faith to the utmost of his ability. He 
freed the other slaves, but kept with him 
the slave who had opened up to him the 
new life. 

The season celebrated in so many lands 
as Christmas began to draw near. 

One day the king summoned the slave 
into his private rooms. 

“T have for five years tried your faith,” 
he began, “and it has wonderfully impressed 


*ODE TO THE TELEPHONE 


You little black box on the wall, 
You’ve no life at all, 
You sit on the wall all day long, 
As if life was one grand sweet song. 
And then, you lifeless thing, 
When the bell begins to ring, 
Suddenly you're alive, 
And messages arrive 
Bringing joy and cheer, 
Sometimes far, and sometimes near. 
How many hours of happiness 
And how many days of sadness 
Come from you, black box! 
You connect people from East to 
West, 
And unite those whom you love 
best. 
Why, you're alive as live can be. 
I love to stand by you when you’re 
quiet 
And think how suddenly you defy it 
When you start to ring 
And become a living thing, 
And you hear the voice 
Of the “someone of your choice.” 
When one’s lonely, you are a God- 
send; 
When one’s sad, you are a friend. 
You’re wonderful, black box! 


Anna Mary Coolidge. 
Fort Pierce, Fla. 
*Written by a 15-year-old girl. 


and benefited me. My own life is changed 
and my rule is more successful. My people 
are happy, prosperous and industrious, 
For all these years you have been the real 
king, and I the slave, because you served 
the King of whose rule I was not even 
aware. I too must have the new power, 
the new hope, the new love, which comes 
from the Child of Bethlehem. You have 
conquered me, because you have been really 
conquered by the King of kings. This 
season, therefore, there shall be proclaimed 
in this land a season of festival and 
thanksgiving, in which the people shall 
learn of the significance of this Leader. 
You shall have a high post of honor in my 


JOHN R. OLIVER'S 


new novel 


ROCK 


AND 


SAND 


By the author of Victim and Victor 


A better novel than Victim 
and Victor, first choice of the 
Pulitzer Novel Jury in 1929. 


$2.50 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
1505 RACE ST. :: PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


service if you will accept it.” 

In this way many years ago an humble 
slave conquered a great pagan king, 
brought to him the message of the Child 
of Bethlehem, and served him faithfully 
for many years. 


Mrs. Nurich was determined 
world know of her fortunes. 

“Molly,” she said to the new maid, “you 
may take the dog out now and give him 
some air.” 

“Yes, ma’am,” acquiesced Molly, “and 
please, ma’am, where will I find the near- 
est service station?”—Exchange. 


that the 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWER TO—HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE 
IN RHYME, No. 19 


“JOY TO THE WORLD” 


HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE IN RHYME, 
No. 20 
My first is in new but not in old, 
My second’s in silver but not in gold. 
My third is in the morn but not in day, 
My fourth is in leave but not in stay. 
My fifth is in greeting but not in word, 
My sixth is in singer but not in bird. 
My seventh’s in moments but not in days, 
My eighth is in noted but not in ways. 
My ninth is in testing but not in groove, 
My tenth is in wishing but not in prove. 
My eleventh’s in dainty but not in bold, 
My twelfth is in warmer but not in cold. 
My thirteenth’s in sleet but not in snow, 
My fourteenth is in stormy but not in 
blow. 

My fifteenth’s in Old Year but not in New, 
My sixteenth is in many but not in few, 
My last is in sledding but not in you. 

My whole is—well, get acquainted with 
your new friend. 

A. M. 8. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF 
THE PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 


‘The Faith of the Protestantism of Penn- 
sylvania on the Question of World 
Peace as Expressed through the 
State Council of Churches 


Whatever may have been the necessity 
or justification for war in other times or 
under other conditions, we believe that 
in these times another World War would 
be a deadly sin against civilization, 
against humanity and against God. The 
‘increasingly intimate and vital relations 


of men and nations forbid war. War would 
halt, perhaps permanently, the achieve- 
ments resulting from the co-operation of 
the nations in the fields of science, educa- 
tion, industry, publie health and all other 
factors for international betterment. War 
would break down or destroy the growing 
understanding and appreciation between 
the nations of the world and would create 
suspicion and distrust. Because of the 
utter moral collapse in the conduct of war; 
because of the astounding development in 
all the machinery ‘and weapons of war; 
and because modern war involves whole 
peoples in its death grip, we believe an- 
other modern war would threaten the ex- 
istence of civilization itself. Therefore, 


in the light of the larger knowledge we 
have of the application of the principles of 
Jesus Christ to the whole social order, we 
must pronounce war a deadly sin. 


The Opportunity and Responsibility 
of America 

Without attempting to appraise, blame 
or praise for the past, we recognize with 
a deep sense of responsibility our place of 
influence and power in the great move- 
ments for World Peace. Our location, our 
wealth, our members, our relations to the 
development of arbitration, to the World 
Court, to the League of Nations, to the 
Kellogg-Briand Pact, to the various Dis- 
armament Conferences, and to the other 
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Peace Movements give us as a people an 
unprecedented opportunity to serve the 
World in the establishment of a means 
of permanent peace. We recognize with 
deepest admiration and gratitude the su- 
perb leadership of Mr. Root, Mr. Dawes, 
Mr. Hughes, Mr. Stimson, Mr. Kellogg and 
other national leaders in this strategic 
hour. We especially thank God for the 
leadership of President Hoover. His wis- 
dom, his clear insight, his fearless devo- 
tion and his prompt action in furthering 
this great cause inspire our highest en- 
thusiasm, and we pledge him our earnest 
prayers and our fullest loyalty and sup- 
port. 


The Relation of the Protestantism of 
America to World Peace 


We recognize the tremendous power of 
the Churches of America in the molding of 
publie opinion and in the final decision on 
all moral questions. It was the Churches 
of America that pronounced the doom of 
slavery and that made possible the consti- 
tutional prohibition of the liquor traffic. 
And if war is to be abolished, the Churches 
will be the largest factor in developing 
the publie opinion that will lift America 
to the full measure of her responsibility. 
The Church must speak with no uncertain 
sound upon the sin of war. She must bring 
to the people the enlightenment that will 
reveal war stripped of its glamour and 
bared in its deep antagonism to the best 
and highest interests of God and man. 
It is the responsibility of the Church of 
today to see to it that the next genera- 
tion. which will have even a larger respon- 
sibility than this one for the creation and 
maintenance of peace, faces that respon- 
sibility with the fullest knowledge of the 
facts involved and with ideals and char- 
acter commensurate with its task. An- 
other World War would be a deadly sin. 
We believe that the Church has it within 
its power to end war. 


The Immediate Responsibility of 
America Calls for: 


1. The hearty co-operation of America 
in all international efforts that seek to 
promote mutual understanding, apprecia- 
tion and co-operation among the nations 
and races of the world. 


2. The early revision of our immigra- 
tion laws that would put all nations upon 
an equal footing, as based upon the 1890 
census, and thus remove the just causes of 
irritation now existing. 


3. The removal of military education 
from all high schools and preparatory 
schools and the removal of compulsory 


military education from all our colleges 


and universities, except military schools, ' 


so that the mind for war may not be cre- 
ated in the next generation. 

4, The ratification at the earliest prac- 
ticable moment of the Pan-American 
Arbitration Treaty by the United States 
Senate. 

5. The immediate ratification by the 
United States Senate of the protocols of 
the World Court about to be submitted by 
President Hoover. 

6. To give the fullest support to all 
conferences and other practical efforts 
looking towards disarmament. 


CH UR GH 


a. We earnestly protest against the 
building of the American Navy up 
to the limit set by the London Con- 
ference: 

First, because it is a wicked waste 
of money in these hard times. 

Second, because it is wholly unnec- 
essary—we are in no danger. 

Third, because it is bad psychology. 
The influence upon our own peo- 
ple would promote the war spirit 
and the influence upon’ the rest of 
the world would tend to create 
doubt of our sincerity. 

b. We earnestly urge our Government 
to promote actively the creation of an 
International Commission to study 
the difficult problems of disarmament. 

7. To continue the work begun when in 
the adoption of the Paris Peace Pact we 
renounced war as a means of settling dis- 
putes between nations, by providing ade- 
quate means of peaceful intervention in 
cases of dispute. 

8. We believe that the time has come 
for a restudy of our relations to the 
League of Nations, and we earnestly urge 
our people to give serious consideration to 
this question. 

Robert Bagnell, Chairman. 


A VOTE OF THANKS 
(Continued from page 2) 


for their generosity and sacrifices save that 
we ever remain loyal followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and seekers of the Kingdom 
of God, They have never interefered with 
our ecclesiastic liturgy, language and pos- 
sessions, but instead they have graciously 
allowed us to share in the constitutional 
rights and privileges extended to any 
other member of either Church, giving thus 
abundant opportunities for the develop- 
ment of our self-government and our inner 
values. They have never attempted to 
prevent us from fostering the sentiments 
that have kept us, American citizens of 
Hungarian extraction, attached to the 
country of our birth and to our Mother 
Church. We have always enjoyed their 
benevolent trust and we feel we have given 
them no reason to be disappointed in us. 

“Tn expressing our heartiest thanks for 
their generous attitudes, we, members of 
the American Hungarian Reformed Min- 
isters’ Association, beg to assure both the 
Reformed Church in the U. S., and the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. A., that 
we shall continue being as loyal and de- 
voted to them in the future as we have 


been in the past, and that we shall en-. 


deavor to foster this spirit of loyalty and 
thankfulness in our own congregations. 
“Tt was resolved that such an expression 
of sentiment of fidelity and gratitude he 
put into our records and that a copy of it 
be sent to the Board of Home Missions of 
the Reformed Church in the United States, 
and the Board of National Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. 8S. A., with 
the request that its contents be noted and 
revealed to all interested in us, their 
brethren in faith, who live in their midst 
and pray with them in the same spirit.” 
Rev. Francis Ujlaki, President. 
Rev. J. Melegh, Secretary. 
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The Preparatory Disarmament Commis- 
sion ended its sessions Dec. 9, after leaving 
behind it the framework of a treaty for 
limitation of the world’s land, sea and air 
armaments. “Most of the Geneva delegates 
stressed the need for the public’s aid be- 
fore the Conference in 1932. 

The Methodist Board of Temperance, 


Prohibition and Public Morals Dec. 9 pass- 
ed unanimously a resolution against a re- 
ferendum on the 18th Amendment. 

A combination of circumstances includ- 
ing general business depression, severe 
drought, low prices on stock commodities 
and numerous bank failures, has brought 
about serious unemployment in the South, 
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according to a statement of a member of 
the President’s Emergency Committee for 
Employment. 

Frank B. Kellogg, former United States: 
Secretary of State, received the Nobel 
peace prize for 1929 at Oslo, Norway, Dee. 
10, in the presence of King Haakon and 
Crown Prince Olav. 


Miss Ruth Nichols, Rye, N. Y., com- 


pleted a flight from Los Angeles Dec. 10'— 


and established a new transcontinental 
record for women. Her flying time was 13 
hours and 22 minutes, more than one hour 
faster than the flying time of Colonel and 
Mrs. Lindbergh last April and within two- 
hours of the flying time of Captain Frank 
M. Hawks. 


Dr. James M. Doran, Chief of the In- 
dustrial Aleohol Bureau of the Treasury 
Department, has announced that a new 
denaturing element has been discovered 
which, within a short time, would make 
possible the elimination of poisons from 
industrial alcohol. A petroleum, derived 
from oil undergoing the cracking process, 
termed alcotate, will be substituted for 
wood alcohol. Alcotate can be obtained 
only from California petroleum. 


The famous Bluecher Palace on Unter 
den Linden, adjoining the Brandenburger 
Gate, passed into the possession of the 
American Government Dec. 10 and will be 
remodeled to serve the requirements of the 
American Embassy and its allied official 
missions, now housed in various parts of 
Berlin. 


With a brief message, President Hoover 
sent to the Senate Dec. 10 the three pro- 
tocols whose ratification will enable the 
United States to enter the Permanent 
Court of International Justice at The 
Hague, known as the World Court. 


Senator Lee S. Overman, of North Caro- 
lina, died Dee. 13 at Washington, at the 
age of 77. He was first elected to the 
Senate in 1902 and has served ever since, 
President Hoover, representatives of every 
branch of the government and members of 
the diplomatic corps attended the impres- 
sive funeral service held Dec. 12 in the 
Senate chamber. 

The Spanish garrison at Jaca, in the 
Pyrenees near the French border, has re- 
volted and, with the aid of the civilians 
imprisoned its officers in the fort. This 
movement in the North of Spain is sup- 
posed to be the first step of the long- 
announced revolution and 
Ramon Franco, the Republican airman who 
recently escaped from prison and who onee 
was stationed at Jaca, is at its head, Later 
the revolt was crushed. 

The Washington Monument, long 
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to be the most serious menace to night 
flying about the capital, will soon be illum- 
inated from the base to the top as a safe- 
guard to aviation. 

Prof. Albert Einstein received the keys 
to the City of New York Dee. 13 from 
Mayor Walker. Nicholas Murray Butler 
hailed the genius as “Monarch of the 
Mind” in an address at the ceremonies. 
Dr. and Mrs. Einstein are on their way 
to California, where the great mathema- 
tician will engage in research work at the 
Mount Solar Observatory. 

The Army defeated the Navy before 
70,000 at the Yankee Stadium in New York 
Dee. 13. The game was for the Salvation 
Army fund for the unemployed and $600,- 
000 was realized. 

A two-year suspension of all immigra- 
tion, exclusive of relatives of those now 
here who may enter until half of the exist- 
ing quota is filled, has been approved by 
the House Immigration Committee. 

The Federal Government is about to con- 
struct something new in the way of 
prisons in which inside cell blocks will be 
for the hardened criminal, while others 
may graduate into outside rooms lacking 
only a private bath. 

Gleb Llyin, San Francisco portrait paint- 
er and fellow member of the Bohemian 
Club with President Hoover, has been com- 
missioned to paint the first portrait ever 
made of Mrs. Hoover. The portrait has 
been ordered by the Girl Scouts of Cali- 
fornia and when completed it will be hung 
in the New York headquarters of the Na- 
tional Girls Scouts, in which Mrs, Hoover 
has long been actively interested and now 
serves as honorary president. 

Governor Gardner has appointed Cam- 
eron Morrison, of Charlotte, as Senator 
from North Carolina to succeed the late 
Senator Overman. 

The attendance at American colleges 
and universities this year shows an upward 
trend exceeding that of the last several 
years and approaching the percentage in- 
crease of the postwar period, “despite the 
present economic depression,” Dean Ray- 
mond Walters of Swarthmore College has 
reported. 

Three persons are known to have lost 
their lives and two others are missing as 
a result of fire and explosion aboard the 
glass-bottomed excursion boat Eureka II 
eleven miles southeast of Miami, Fla., Dec. 
14, which threw the 121 men, women and 
children aboard into the sea where they 
remained for forty-five minutes before res- 
cue arrived. 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, president of 
Swarthmore College and American secre- 
tary to the Rhodes trustees, has announced 
the names of thirty-three Rhodes scholars 
appointed this year, under a new plan of 
selection, to represent their States at Ox- 
ford University. The successful candi- 
dates were picked from 529 nominees, the 
largest number ever to try for Rhodes 
scholarships. Subject to ratification by the 
Rhodes Trustees, they will enter Oxford 
on October, 1931. 

Rev. Dr. George Alexander, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, New York City, 
died Dec. 12. He was 87 years old. Dr. 
Henry van Dyke preached the sermon. 

The British Government made a debt 
payment of $94,339,000 to the United 
States Treasury Dec. 15. Of this amount 
$28,000,000 is for repayment of principal, 
while the balance represents interest. 

A steady increase in child labor during 
the three-year period preceding the present 
era of depression and unemployment, with 
a sharp upward trend during the first half 
of last year, has been stated in the recent 
annual report of Miss Grace Abbott, chief 
of the Children’s Bureau. 

Premier Berenguer crushed a new re- 
publican movement in Spain Dec. 15 and 
proclaimed martial law throughout the 
country after 500 aviation officers and en- 
listed men revolted and flooded Madrid, 
the capital, with revolutionary leaflets. 
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The Gospel of the Mediterranean 


By ELMER ELtswortu HELMS 
Author of “The Gate to the Gospel’ 


. A. book of an inviting and unusual character, in which the great 
historic localities of Christian history are made the themes of study and 


meditation. 


Patmos, Cyprus, Malta, Antioch, Egypt, Palestine, Corsica, 


the Balearics and other places bordering on the Mediterranean, are 


brought under review, in their secular and sacred associations. 


John, 


Barnabas, and Paul, live again the incidents of the dawn-time of the faith, 
while around Raymond Lull, Napoleon, the Mohammedan and the modern 


Jew, the story of progress of Christian Centuries is told anew. 


Renewed by the Spirit 


By Cart KNUDSEN 


$1.50 


Pastor of Central Square Congregational Church, Bridgewater, Mass. 


A Series of Addresses 


Counsel and meditation designed to comfort those who are suffering, 
and to aid those who are searching for the Way. The general theme of 
Mr. Knudsen’s position is that spiritual renewal will become the posses- 
sion of anyone who will accept for himself the essence of first century 
Christianity, which implies and assures spiritual assurance through devo- 
tion to Christ, and the unparalleled ecstasy which is the accompaniment 
of a battle waged against human wrong, to the end that, the Kingdom of 


God be more fully set up and established on the earth. 


$1.50 
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Dec. 17 Bolivia celebrated the first cen- 
tenary of the death of the liberator, Gen- 
eral Simon Bolivar. Bolivia owes its in- 
dependence to Bolivar. ; 

Joseph Horner Coates, novelist, editor 

and retired publisher, died Dee. 13 at his 
home in Berwyn, Philadelphia, in his 82nd 
year. 
” Reports on the Republican primary and 
election contests in Pennsylvania, given to 
the Senate Campaign Expenditures Com- 
mittee by its investigators, have revealed 
that more than $1,000,000 was spent for 
the ticket which included Senator James 
J. Davis, Senator Nye, chairman of the 
committee, stated Dee, 15. 


A LETTER FROM PASTOR STULC 


Chvaletici, 
F. Recany n. Lab., 
Czechoslovakia, Europe. 

The Rev. Paul 8. Leinbach, D.D., 

Editor “Reformed Church Messenger,” 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Dr. Leinbach, dear readers of the 
“Messenger,” dear children of the Re- 
formed Church, dear friends from all the 
Christian fellowship of faith: 

Not the ocean alone, but as though ages 
were separating me from all of you, so it 
seems to me within my heart. No, I am 
not forgetting Zion in America, for daily 
we pray for all of you and it is in prayers 
that the distances seem to disappear and 
I am among you then, I walk your streets, 
enter your magnificent as well as your 
humble Churches, am peeping into your 
windows and am praying for all of you 
again and again. How often I in all soli- 
tude am asking that question if there is 
someone who is praying for me and mine 
and my work and for my dreams for the 
Kingdom of God. Down deep under our 
beautiful village, down deep and about a 
mile distant, I behold the silvery snake 
of a river whose banks could not keep the 
masses of water, after two weeks of steady 
rains, in the river-bed, so that fields of 
coming rye and winter wheat, gardens and 
villages are flooded. It is the second great 
flood in four weeks this year. And I pray 
that people hold their calm and that no 
life is lost. The other day we saw a dead 


cow in the muddy waves. People had 
tears in their eyes. It was not their cow. 
The river brought it from far away. But 


people felt unknowingly perhaps the sor- 
row of that unknown someone who owned 
the cow. Poverty is the lot of the vast, 


’ great loss to the Church. 


vast majority of the nation, heavy taxes, 
hard toil, poor food, anxiety and sickness. 
No wonder that, knowing not the Great 
Physician, they are trying all and every- 
thing to heal their sorrows and woes. So 
dancing, and serving the world, though 
causing your heart to ache wildly, is all 
they know and have. Our ministers are 
tired, because they are kept busy running 
from one school to another teaching reli- 
gion to children and students, keeping the 
births, deaths, aud wedding registers for 
the State, reporting to courts and extract- 
ing for the Mayors’ offices, for the school 
principals and for the military courts the 
names of persons wanted there, such as 
the young men to be drafted into the mili- 
tary service, or the names of babies for 
vaccination, or the names of six-year-olds 
for schools. Sometimes the police want 
someone and they are looking for his 
genealogy in the parsonage. Or folks want 
a divorce and the record of their wedding 
is at the parson’s court, at the parsonage, 
and he has to rewrite the record, put a 
seal to it, sign it, affix a revenue stamp 
(15¢), ete. And when the State court 
makes a decision it is sent to the parish 
court (to the minister) to make a note 
of it in the wedding register. 

Thus real pastoral work cannot be given 
all his energy and love and time. And a 
tired and exhausted ministry means a 
But in spite of 
all this he whose heart is truly afire is 
finding time and ways and means and sees 
results and gathers in fruits. 

You cannot imagine what a blessing the 
Ford your loving kindness has provided 
for me is proving to me and to my parish. 
Almost 15,000 kilometers covered in pur- 
suit of the great and dear work of the 
holy ministry. One of the inner tubes is 
gone and so is one tire. But it is the 
“fifth” wheel, a thing people think unnec- 
essary and superfluous, so I left it in the 
barn with a promise to it that I shall en- 
deavor frankly to buy some time even the 
“fifth” tire and the tube again. 
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METAL SPONGE 


RRA UV. 8, PAT. OFF 
“The Modern Dish Cloth’ 
-WRITS FOR FULL IN FORMATION- 
METAL SPONGE SALES CORPORATION 
DEPT. D LEHIGH and MASCHER STREETS PHILA. 
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Christmas is near. Though joyous in 
spite of all our earthly limitations, the 
thought of America causes tears to come 
into our eyes. There we could give and 
expect those little, and to the heart so 
costly and and dear, gifts. Here we can 
get only such things as are most necessary, 
a pair of stockings, a necktie, a new wash- 
board (washing machines are a luxury, 
their price compared to one’s salary), a 
pair of shoes, some pencils, some copy- 
books, old dolls disappearing sometimes 
in November to reappear in new little 
clothes under the Christmas tree. The tree 
itself we have to get in the deep woods. 
And there is something so holy about this 
kind of a Christmas Eve! The taller 
children, Martha in her 16th year, Esther 
in her 15th year, and Vilma soon 13 years 
old, cannot forget the dear U. S. A., the 
place where their mother and they all (ex- 
cept the youngest, our Yarmilka Patricia 
Maria) were born. There they had elec- 
tric lights on the tree, silver and glass 
glittering and lighting brightly. Up here 
humble colored candles, paper chains, wal- 
nuts on a piece of thread, the above named 
gifts in newspaper or in nothing, for we 
for more than five years have gotten no 
daily paper, and the magazines and papers 
some of you have sent us we would not 
destroy. They are our English school 
to us. 


How my dear wife thanks you for the 
“MecCalls” and the children for John Mar- 
tin’s book, and the “Child Life.” I am 
looking every week for the arrival of the 
“Messenger” and each month for the “Out- 
look of Missions.” A very dear Mr. Wet- 
zel, of Bellefonte, Pa., several times sent 
me a package containing Geographical 
Magazines. I sent a letter to that address 
but maybe it did not reach to proper place. 
How thankful I am for it! Each novel 
or book of strict science, a discarded maga- 
zine —everything comes in handy, for I 
cannot afford buying new books. There 
are 8 of us, and things are about as dear 
up here as in the U.S. A., or even higher, 
the salary about 3 to 4 times smaller than 
what I earned all in all while in the U. S. 
A. We thank whole-heartedly Mrs. Wever 
and the friends in Martinsburg, as well as 
Miss Marie Davis, of New Bethlehem, for 
what they have done for us and our work. 

And right here I beg you to permit me 
to send all of you our best wishes for a 
joyous Christmas and a very blessed New 
Year. And please pray for us out here 
and pray with me for all the large race of 
the Slavs. Pray with me that the All Slav 
Missionary University, my heart’s child 
and dream, may become a reality sooner 
or later. I firmly believe that bringing 
Russia to the feet of the Lamb of God will 
be the greatest and most far reaching vic- 
tory and blessing to all the world. Think 
that half of all Europe is owned by Rus- 
sia, that about half of all Asia is theirs. 
Once being able to reach China by land 
from Russian, being able to reach Western 
China, the unknown places in Southern 
Siberia! Opening those places to civiliza- 
tion through Christ, to business and in- 
dustry, to scientific research! And the 
Russians are a very friendly folk, suffering 
under the atheistic Bolshevist reign. We 
need a college where to train young peo- 
ple for work among the Slavs, among the 
165 millions! Slay art, Slav science, their 
histories all practically unknown to the 
world! Twenty million Mohammedans, 
heathen, etc., among them. Death in so- 
ealled Christian Churches among them. I 
am heart and soul for Slav Missions under 
American Churches and American guid- 
ance. Pray with me that the Lord move 
someone’s heart to give $500,000 for the 
start. Dear Dr. Leinbach vergeben sie mir 
dass ich so viel schreibe, so viel von Ihrer 
Zeit nehme—and if you are so kind as to 
reprint this in the “Messenger” I wish the 
Lord repay it to you. 

I am very thankfully, in Christ’s love, 
your humble brother, 

Jaroslav Timotheus Stulc. 
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Mrs. Edwin W. Lentz, Editor 
311 Market St., Bangor, Pa. 


The W. M. S. E. S. Plays Santa. To 
friends, widely scattered, the Season’s 
Greeting of “Peace, Good-will on Earth.” 

On Christmas morning last year, while 
our American children were still in bed, 
the children of our missionaries in Japan, 
China and Iraq were opening Christmas 
gifts and shouting with glee over surprises. 
Of particular interest were the parcels with 
foreign postage. They had come by air, 
steamship and fast express and the chil- 
dren had the background. to marvel at 
their safe arrival. 

For the W. M. 8. E. 8. there is much 
joy in giving Christmas gifts to the chil- 
dren of our foreign missionaries. This be- 
gins in the local society with the contri- 
bution of $1 marked “Christmas gifts” 
and increases as the shopping committee 
selects and sends the gifts, 

The “thank you” letters received each 
year, reflect the children’s pleasure and the 
parents’ appreciation, We wish we could 
share the letters with readers. A few ex- 
cerpts must suffice. On pretty BA-A, 
BA-A, Black Sheep paper, Richard Noss 
writes: “Dear Lady: I thank you for the 
nice tractor. It can climb up steps and 
over father’s feet and even pull our train 
backwards.” David Noss says: “We all 
like the simplex typewriter and the trac- 
tor is the best toy we ever had. We had 
50 children in our house to see the Christ- 
mas tree and our toys. They had pop-corn 
balls to take home.” Mrs. Nace, of Akita, 
writes for the children: “Christmas for our 
children would hardly have been Christmas 
had it not been for your presents. The 
box from grandpa didn’t arrive until after 
Christmas, The doll and tractor and air- 
plane looked fine under the tree. ‘The 
House We Live In’ just suits our eight- 
year-old daughter. She is busy working 
on it now. The Air Mail game not only 
suits Georgia but all the children play it.” 
Mrs. Nugent writes: “The tea set with the 
coffee pot was what Marianna has been 
most wanting and the nice, strong, lasting 
sort of train delights the little son’s heart.” 

For most of the children in China, the 
mothers have written appreciation and the 
happiness of the children in the gifts. We 
remember the home in China where the 
little boy will not be playing with gifts 
this Christmas . . 
fuller understanding of “Awaiting the 
touch of a little hand, the smile of a little 
face.” 

A big sheet of note paper contains two 
letters written by Jane E. and Edward H. 
Taylor. Jane says: “The other day I 
wished I had a nice painting set and I 
appreciate this one very much. I never 
saw such a nice one as this.” Edward 
writes: “I thank you very much for send- 
ing such a nice present as the ‘Air Mail’ 
game. I had heard of it but never saw it. 
Naney enjoys her woolly dog very much. 
She has six teeth and will be a year old 
next week.” (Written New Year, 1930.) 

From the American Mission in Mosul, 
Mrs. Baker writes for Betty: “My mother 
says the missionary ladies told Santa Claus 
to bring me my beautiful dolly. She is so 
lovely and sleeps so beautifully and cries 
too. I love her very much, Her blue dress 
is the color of my eyes. She has such 
pretty clothes. Santa was a little late 
coming from America but he brought 
‘Peggy” the day I was 20 months old. So 
she was a birthday present too.” 


Let Us Sing: Let Us Serve. At this 
season we do well to think of the Holy 
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New 


RAND McNALLY 
WORLD ATLAS 


Readers’ Edition 
with advance 


1930 Census Figures 
New Bookshelf Size 


NEW WORLD ATLAS! 
Ready for delivery Novem- 
ber 1st. 

Contains latest advance 1930 
census figures for the United 
States ... latest authentic figures 
for foreign countries. 

160 pages of double-page 
maps in 4 colors, all up-to-date 
... 272 pages of valuable inform- 
ation and maps of the whole 
world. In the handy new size, 
7x10% inches, that fits the book- 
shelf. Sturdily bound in cloth, 
gold stamped ..._ attractive 
bright-colored wrapper. 

Liberal discounts ... free dis- 
play cards. A real seller for the 
fall and holidays at $2.50. 

Order now! Don’t wait! Be 
sure of an adequate stock Novem- 
ber 1. 

From your jobber or direct. 
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City as a reality—a place where people 
live. It is a backward city in human 
privilege. With a population of about 30,- 
000 Moslem and Christian Arabs, the gov- 
ernment supports one infant welfare sta- 
tion. That, with the Anna Spafford Baby 
Home and Welfare Stations supported by 
the American Colony Association, is all 
that is being done for the mothers and 
children. 

Travelers, including many men and 
women from our denomination, who have 
been in Jerusalem, are generous in their 
praise of the activities conducted by the 
American Colony. Particularly at Christ- 
mas we like to think of the Anna Spafford 
Baby Home and its wide service. Not 
only are babies cared for, but mothers with 
under-nourished and marasmic babies are 
sent to the Home, and they are put through 
a course of instruction lasting several 
weeks or a few days, as the need requires. 
This opens a new life to them: they receive 
a new viewpoint. They realize that it is 
not Allah who decrees that their baby 
shall die, and so—why fight “Kismet’’? 
They are taught what a bar of soap and 
water can do, what clean bottles and nipples 
mean, why flies are injurious and should 
be fought. The idea of keeping baby well 
is a new one. May the under-privileged 
children of Jerusalem have our prayers 
and gifts! 


Philadelphia Classical Meeting. The 
semi-annual meeting was held in St. John’s: 
Church, Rev. Robert O’Boyle, pastor. Mrs. 
Lloyd Knoll and Miss Lillian Tyler gave 
reports of Eastern Synodical Meeting and 
Miss Sarah Kyser, of the Collegeville Mis- 
sionary Conference. Miss Greta Hinkle pre- 
sented the Literature. Mrs. Rufus Miller, 
First Church Phila., and Mrs, Carrie Frey, 
also of Philadelphia, were made Life Mem- 
bers of the W. M. S. G. S., Mr. Henry 8. 
Housekeeper and Mr. Miller Boeshore, 
Trinity, Philadelphia, Mr. Frederick OC. 
Brunhouse, Heidelberg, Philadelphia, Mrs, 


, 
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Stewart C. Runkle, Christ, Philadelphia, 
were made Members in Memoriam. Miss 
Matilda Cook, Bethel Reformed Commu- 
nity Center, was introduced by Mrs. J. W. 
Fillman. Assistant to Miss Cook, Mrs. 
Paul McAllister, was also presented. An 
address, “The Joy of Witnessing,’ was 
given by Miss Mary Gerhard, Sendai, Ja- 
pan. In closing, Mrs. John Lentz led in a 
Consecration service. Theme: “Steward- 
ship and Service.” The president, Mrs. J. 
Rauch Stein, presided at the meeting. 


An Old Year Resolution. As a conse- 
quence of the deep interest in the Thank 
Offering service, the G. M. G., Milton, Pa., 
Miss Edith G. Krause, president, has de- 
cided to have annually a public service in 
the Church. Visible results of the impres- 
sive service on Sunday night, Nov. 23, are: 
two points in the Standard of Excellence— 
an increased Thank Offering and a public 
service; awakened interest among the 
members of the Church and five new mem- 
bers, Part one of the program consisted 
of a beautiful Candle service. An ad- 
dress was given by Miss Rebecca Messi- 
mer. The service was concluded with a 
Friendship Cirele, which made some un- 
friendly folk, friendly and unacquainted— 
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ten RG 


acquainted. The president writes: “Our 
99) 


girls try hard to ‘Follow the Gleam’. 


Yuletide Activities in Plymouth Mission 
Band. Beginning with Sunday, Dee. 7, 
when the Mission Band of Plymouth, Wis., 
held its Gift Bringing for Fort Wayne 
Orphans’ Home, the Band has been doing 
for others. At the Gift Bringing service 
there was a nice program, presented by the 
little people, a tree and a great big Santa 
Claus. The Sunday School supt., Mr. O. R. 
Brockman, told the children about the 
Orphans’ Home. The pastor, Rev. Herman 
G. Schmid, was present and took part in 
the program. Invitations had been ex- 
tended to other departments of the Sunday 
School. The attendance totaled 98. The 
children brought gifts for the children of 
Fort Wayne Home and each child was to 
be surprised with a small bag of candy. 
Because of the larger-than-expected at- 
tendance, the size of the candy bags had 
to be reduced—but everyone was happy. A 
week later the Indian children were re- 
membered. Individual blotters were made 
for each In‘dian child by some member of 
the Mission Band. The activities are plan- 
ned by the leaders, Miss Ruth Beisser and 
Miss Vivian Stransky. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo, F, Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Sunday after New Year 
January 4, 1931 


The Birth of John the Baptist 
Luke 1:8-17, 80 


Golden Text: Thou shalt go before the 
face of the Lord to prepare His ways. 
Luke 1:76. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Nativity. 2. 
sibility. 

Recently one of our newspapers asked a 
group of prominent persons to indicate the 
ten greatest men in history. Their selec- 
tions varied considerably. Most of the 
men chosen for this journalistic hall of 
fame had increased the’ material riches of 
mankind, not their spiritual treasures. The 
poets, scholars, and philosophers were in 
the minority. And the name of Jesus was 
missing in all the lists. 

The reason, however, for this striking 
omission is obvious, and only serves to 
emphasize the unique supremacy of Jesus 
Christ. He is so immeasurably superior to 
all other men, whatever their merit or 
- achievement, that He towers above all the 
summits of human greatness. Under the 
spell of the mystery and majesty of His 
divine personality, we refuse to regard 
Him as one of a species. He is God’s well- 
beloved Son. Witnessing the power of His 
Spirit through all the ages, and expe- 
riencing it in our own lives, we exclaim 
confidently that His name is above every 
other, and that ultimately all nations shall 
bow before it. 

Certainly, all thoughtful persons, regard- 
less of their religious creed, must agree 
that Jesus is the greatest benefactor of our 
race. Whether men regard the bursting 
heaven and the chanting angels of His 
nativity as poetry or sober prose, the in- 
disputable fact remains that, through the 
Babe of Bethlehem, a stream of life has 
flowed into the currents of history that 
was heavenly in origin and influence. And 
the angelic hymn of peace and good-will 
and glory has awakened a jubilant echo 
and response in the heart of mankind. The 
Little Child has led the nations, softening 
their manners, purifying their morals, 
transforming life in all its spheres and 
relations. And Jesus still remains the 
source and centre of all those spiritual 


Respon- 


and moral forces that preserve the world 
from petrifaction and from putrefaction. 

During the first half of this new year 
millions of people in our Sunday Schools 
will again study the life of this incom- 
parable person, the world’s Saviour, as 
portrayed by Luke in the book that has 
been called “the sweetest story ever told.” 
It is impossible to overestimate the good 
that may come from such a course of study. 
There never was a time when the world 
had greater need of Jesus as teacher and 
master of life. This is our splendid oppor- 
tunity to commend Him to the youth of 
America as their Saviour. To help them 
to see that there is no other way than this 
that leads men and nations to that fulness 
of life they are so eagerly seeking. To 
induce them to pledge their allegiance to 
Him in loyal and intelligent devotion to 
the Kingdom of God. 

But let it be remembered that most of 
those who were privileged to spend those 
brief years with Jesus in Palestine failed 
utterly to appreciate His goodness and 
greatness. The same thing may happen 
in our Sunday Schools during this half 
year with the Master. And the failure may 
be due, in large measure, to the manner 
of our teaching. Clouds sometimes darken 
the sun, and shadows eclipse it. So pupils 
may fail to see the glory of the Light of 
the World because our teaching is cloudy, 
or because our lives, as teachers, are dark. 
The best teacher of the life of Christ is 
one who daily seeks to live it. And if, in 
addition to that indispensable qualification, 
he studies and prepares his lesson carefully, 
he will be a true “Christopher,” a Christ- 
bearer to his pupils. 


Our. new course is ushered in with a 
lesson on John the Baptist, of whom the 
Master Himself said “Among them that 
are born of woman there hath not risen 
a greater than John the Baptist.” In our 
third lesson we shall consider his ministry. 
Today his birth engages our attention. 

I. Nativity. The most striking incident 
in our printed lesson is the appearance of 
Gabriel, “that stand in the presence of God; 
and am sent to speak unto thee, and to 
show thee these glad tidings.” But for us 
its most important feature, by far, is the 
godly man whom the angel visited and his 
godly spouse. There are no angels in our 
present experience, but there are homes, 
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Teachers’ Helps 
For International Sun- 
day School Lessons 
For 1931 


Snowden's Sunday School Les- 
sons, for 1931. By James H. 
Snowden, D.D., $1.35. 


Dr. Snowden has in a high de- 
gree the gift of selection and of 
keeping his material within the 
limits allowed for the lesson per- 
iod in the average Sunday School, 
He selects incidents enough to 
make the people and events of the 
lesson interesting and human, fits 
into this frame sufficient comment 
to bring out the character weak- 
nesses or strengths displayed by 
them in these transactions, indi- 
cates for the instruction of his 
students places where these same 
judgments may apply to them- 
selves, and suggests further live 
topics growing out of the lessons 
for discussion. 


The Lesson Round Table 
1931 


$1.25 


The International Uniform Les- 
sons discussed not by one man or 
one woman, but by a group of 
America’s religious leaders. 

Each Sunday a different leader 
digs into the lesson for you—into 
its narrative, its characters, its 
literary qualities, its Biblical and 
historical background, its purpose, 
its ethical and moral teachings, 
its great message for you. 

Dr. Moffatt’s Translation of the 
Bible is used for finer shades of 
lesson interpretation. 


Peloubet’s Select Notes. By 
Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D., 
$2.00. Commentary on the Inter- 


national Uniform Sunday School 


lessons. Inspirational and un- 
limited in its possibilities for pre- 
paration for all grades. 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide. By 
Martha Tarbel, Ph.D. $2.00. Camp- 
bell Morgan, the Great Preacher 
and Bible Expositor, says: ‘‘Once 
more I am impressed with the 
marvelous ability of the author. 
...It almost amazes me by its in- 
spirational and educational advan- 
tages to any teacher.”’ 


Arnold’s Practical Commentary 
on the International S. S, Lessons. 
$1.00. With its hints to.teachers, 
illustrations, blackboard exercises, 
questions, maps, etc., this popular 
help has for many years supplied 
the need for a good all-round com- 
mentary at a popular price. 


The Gist of the Lesson. By R. 
A. Torrey. 35c. A pocket exposi- 
tion of the Sunday School lessons. 


The Superintendent’s Guide for 
1931. By Harry Edwards Bartow. 
35c. 


A Daily Digest of the Sunday 
School Lessons for 1931. By Amos 
R. Wells, 35c. Vest pocket size, 
bound in silk cloth. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


1505 Race St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


22 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 


DECEMBER 25, 1930 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 


post-graduate course of two Years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For eatalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
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where little children are born. There are 
men and women who give little or no 
thought to the solemn responsibilities of 
parenthood. It would be well for them to 
stand reverently on the threshold of the 
godly household of Zacharias. Both he and 
his wife, Elizabeth, were of priestly de- 
scent. Their home was somewhere in the 
Judean uplands, away from the city where 
Sadducean skepticism and Pharisaic for- 
malism were rampant. And there, in the 
midst of a simple and solemn environment, 
they had kept alive in their hearts and on 
the family altar the flame of pure religion. 
“They were righteous before God, walking 
in all the commandments and ordinances of 
the Lord blameless.” 

Such godly households were rare in that 
age. The prophets were dead, and the 
priests had grown rich and worldly. But 
scattered through the land there existed 
small groups of persons who worshiped and 
served the God of their fathers with fidel- 
ity and in sincerity. They prayed and 
waited earnestly for the fulfillment of 
those radiant Messianic hopes that shone 
on many pages of their sacred writings. 

To that inner cirele of Israel, the true 
remnant of its ancient glory, belonged 
the household of Zacharias in the Judean 
hills. It was destined to have a great 
share in fulfilling the hopes of the nation, 
and in blessing the whole world. For in 
this humble home John the Baptist was 
born, who went “before the face of the 
Lord to prepare his ways.” 

Our lesson describes the annunciation 
of his birth by angelic lips. That great 
event fell on the greatest day in the life 
of Zacharias, while he was burning incense 
in the holy place. Only once in his life- 
time, it is said, the ordinary priest enjoyed 
this supreme privilege of his holy calling. 
He stood before the thick curtain that 
veiled the mysterious presence of the Most 
High. And in that solemn hour Zacharias 
learned the glad tidings that his prayer 
for a son should be answered. The rapture 
that filled his pious heart may be inferred 
from the noble hymn he sang when the 
child was born (vs. 67-79). Together with 
the jubilant chant of Mary it has found a 
place in our liturgies. 


And then the evangelist takes us into 
the home of this priest. The child is born, 
and “the neighbors and cousins” of Mary 
come trooping in to rejoice with her, And 
on the eighth day he was circumcised and 
named “John.” 


How bracing and uplifting is the do- 
mestic atmosphere into which we are led 
in Luke’s beautiful narrative. Prayer and 
piety pervade this home. Human supplica- 
tions and divine assurances meet in the 
eradle of the priest’s lowly house. Neigh- 
bors and kinsfolk come in to rejoice, and 
to magnify the mercy of God who has 
lifted the reproach of a childless Jewish 
mother by the gift of a son. The naming 
of the infant is a joyous, important event 
in which relatives and friends participate. 
The simple faith of the parents turns the 
ancient Jewish rite of consecration into a 
holy sacrament. 


All of us, who are members of Chris- 
tian families, will contemplate this beau- 
tiful scene with pleasure and profit. We 
realize that such godly households are rare 
in any age. And we know that they are 
as important and precious as they are rare, 
for the home is the source of all begin- 
nings, whether good or evil. There, long 
before his birth, a child’s character is be- 
ing formed in his ancestors. There his 
plastic soul is moulded by precept and 
example. Men like the Baptist are not 
born in Herod’s palace. If our age wants 
voices in the wilderness, forerunners of 
Christ, it must first restore greatness to 
homes made petty, paltry, and worldly. 
When God wanted a great man for a noble 
work, He sought out a mother who had 
prayed ardently for the birth of a son, 
and a father of moral and spiritual worth. 
The character and career of our children 
rest on similar conditions. They must be 
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the sons and daughters of godly house- 
holds, if they are to become loyal followers 
of Jesus Christ. 2 

II. Responsibility. Quite suddenly the 
scene in our lesson seems to change (vs. 65, 
66). The cradle with the child is still its 
centre. But, instead of joy, fear seems to 
pervade the home. “And fear came on 
all that dwelt round about them: and all 
these sayings were noised abroad through- 
out all the hill country of Judea.” And a 
grave question is uttered, “What manner 
of child shall this be?” 

But it is not really a change. It is a 
godly fear, and a wise question that we 
find. Both the fear and the question are 


a continuation of the joy and rapture of 


;. 
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the nativity. They are the reverse side 
of an event that, on its face, spells only 
happiness. They suggest that children bring 
great responsibility into our lives, as well 
as joy. The fear is a holy fear lest par- 
ents mar the image of God in their child. 
It raises the question concerning its fu- 
ture, “What manner of child shall this be?” 

Perhaps it is too much to answer, a 
child will be what its parents want it to 
be. Parents are only one of four factors 
that determine the destiny of a child. The 
others are God, the environment, and the 
child itself. But God, at least, is forever 
on the side of parents who are sincerely 
and wisely seeking the highest welfare of 
their children. After the question in our 
lesson we read the significant statement, 
“And the hand of the Lord was with him.” 
The child of Zacharias and Elizabeth grew 
and waxed strong in the spirit (v. 80). 
The babe became the Baptist, a man of 
noble character and heroie achievement. 
And while it is probable that he was or- 
phaned in his youth, we are sure that in 
him the spirit of his priestly father and 
of his pious mother came into full flower 
and fruit. 

Even so under God, parents are respon- 
sible for the weal or woe of their offspring. 
And they may always count on God for 
their strong ally, if they face and assume 
their full responsibility. The hand of the 
Lord will be with them. 


What, then, shall our children become? 
They will go forth into life to achieve the 
ideals preached and practiced in their 
homes. If it be true that the average 
American boy would rather be a million- 
aire than Christlike; and the typical girl, 
rather a movie-star than a Madonna, the 
main reason lies in the atmosphere of the 
home that makes and moulds their ideals. 


The great menace of the Christian home 
is the secular spirit that plays fast and 
loose with the sanctity of the conjugal rela- 
tion, and with the responsibility of parent- 
hood. A nation that prefers fashionable 
elubs to homes, men who would rather 
make money and pursue pleasure than 
found a family, women who prefer poodles 
to babies—such things fill thoughtful per- 
sons with serious misgivings. After all, 


no stream ean rise above its source. And 
the stream of life rises in our homes. 
When our American homes are built 


upon the solid foundations of parents like 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, they will long 
for children like John—who waxed “strong 
jin the spirit.” There will then be more 
songs of joy and praise, and fewer lamen- 
tations about prodigal sons and wayward 
daughters. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Jan. 4: How to Keep on the Up-grade 
Phil. 3:12-16 


At the beginning of a new year we may 
well consider how to reach higher levels 
and how to maintain the same. Our very 
conception of life suggests progress. When 
life ceases to function, development ceases. 
Every year should find us occupying high- 
er ground. We should be farther on this 
year than last. We should be better 
Christians, better citizens, better men and 
women. We should do more for the 
Church, for the world, for society. We 
should never cease to grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of God. The enemy of 
the best is to be satisfied with the second- 
best. There must be a constant hunger 
and thirst after better things, a holy dis- 
satisfaction with present attainments. 
However, this desire for better things must 
not make us morbid or despondent or irri- 
table, but must inspire us with a divine 
urge for something that lies beyond. We 
must never be quite satisfied with our 
present state, but always build more state- 
ly mansions for the soul. 

Now, it is not always easy to keep on 
the up-grade. It is so much easier just to 


REFORMED 


GHUR CH 


African Stories 


Columbia University 


I Wonder 


By ALBERTA MUNKERS 
Stories for Little Children 


Here are charming short stories for the very little children that will 
prove a source of perennial delight. They were prepared by Miss Munkers 
and some members of her course in pre-school education in Boston Uni- 
versity School of Religious Educaton. 
groups of mothers and nursery teachers and have met the tests to which 
they were subjected. They are simple: some are in rhyme; others are 
briefly told in prose, and each has some basic idea, informative and sug- 
gestive, covering nature subjects and right action, while some have a dis- 


tinctly religious bearing. 


Price, net, $1.00, postpaid. 


BOARD OF 
1505 RACE STREET 


drift along. There seems to be a down- 


ward tendency in all of us. There is a 
constant warfare between the flesh and 
the spirit, between matter and spirit, be- 
tween evil and good. The course of least 
resistance is simply to be swept along with 
the currents of life. The constant tempta- 
tion in life is to take it easy, and to put 
forth as little effort as possible. The 
down-grade is made without effort. There- 
fore, so many are willing to take it. There 
is a law of gravitation by which all things 
fall to the ground. So there is a gravita- 
tion by which the soul is drawn downward. 
It involves the eternal struggle of man. 
Paul says that there are two forces in his 
nature, one drags him down, the other lifts 
him up, and he is like a ship tossed by 
two contrary winds. The downward course 
is also more swift. It acquires momentum 
and proceeds with remarkable rapidity. 
Sometimes there is a temporary thrill to 
it, but it almost invariably ends in wreck 
and ruin. 

The up-grade is often difficult and slow. 
It requires effort, determination, persever- 
ance and patience. But just because it is 
a hard road it should be more inviting 
especially to young folks. They want ac- 
tion. They do not look for easy tasks. 
They want hard work. Paul says: “I press 
on.” He was an athlete and knew the 
tacties and technique of the Olympian 
games, and he observed how the runner in 
a race would have to press forward and 
catch his second breath if he would come 
out a victor. To keep on the up-grade 
requires the bending of every nerve and 
energy. It may be a long road and a hard 
climb but the grade can be made with a 
little effort. 

To keep on the up-grade also requires 
singleness of purpose. Paul says: “This 
one thing I do.” One cannot keep on the 
up-grade if one constantly looks back or 
turns aside into by-paths. It is very evi- 
dent that in our course of life we must 
choose and narrow life down to a single 
thing. Men cannot be everything or do 
everything. A man must make his selec- 
tion, he must choose his occupation, his 
profession, and then, forgetting everything, 
he must apply himself wholly and heartily 
to the same. Many a life is spoiled for 
lack of proper concentration on one thing. 
One who is “jack of all trades is usually 
master of none.” If there are some things 
in life which we want we must learn to 
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do without some other things. The up- 
grade is made all the harder if we are 
loaded down with a lot of useless baggage. 
If we want to climb to the heights we 
must learn to discard the things that 
weigh us down. Sometimes the pull of 
these things is so strong that we are in 
danger of slipping back. Sometimes the 
load is too heavy for us to drag along. 
Many people stop on the up-grade because 
they get weary from the things that en- 
cumber them. Such folks have an arrested 
spiritual development. They wonder why 
they do not experience a sense of joy and 
a thrill of delight on their Christian 
course. One reason is that they do not 
have singleness of mind and heart, for a 
double-minded man is unstable in all of 
his ways. 

What ‘great compensations come to those 
who keep on the up-grade? 

There is, first of all, a wider vision. The 
horizon widens as we mount upwards. We 
have a larger outlook on life. We see 
things in a new light. Standing on a high 
elevation we look down into the valley 
below and the things that were so big 
when we were among them now seem so 
small. As we oceupy the high levels of life 
we see things in their proper proportion 
and relative value. Some things now no 
longer attract us. We have risen above 
them. We have caught a glimpse of some- 
thing higher and better. We have caught 
sight of the stars and we look up and out 
and not down. 


Then, there is a purer atmosphere. On 
the higher altitudes the air is purer, more 
invigorating. In the valley below there 
are marshes and bogs and miasma and 
malaria breeding pools; the air is heavy, 
foggy, stifling. Breathing is difficult. But 
on the heights what a bracing, stimulating 
atmosphere! There is ozone in the air, 
tonic in the breeze. The glow mounts to 
the cheek and the gleam to the eye. So 
it is on the uplands of life. There is joy 
there, delight and inspiration, and when 
one lives there for a while he will get the 
zest of a new life and spirit. Who will 
ascend into the hill of the Lord? Did you 
notice how often the Bible talks about 
“ascending” and “descending”? This may 
be a relie of outworn geographical terms, 
but men still go up or go down. Life is 
not lived on a level, but on a slope, not 
on a flat but on a hillside. Therefore, we 
cannot go on from day to day on the 
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The Christian Outlook in the Modern 
World, by Charles F. D’Arcy, Archbishop 
of Armagh. Macmillan. 256 pp., $1.75. 
The theme of this volume is not so ap- 

parent in the title, as it is in the sub-title, 

“The Amazing Pageant of Creation and 

History as Understood by Faith and Sci- 

ence.” The former might suggest a sur- 

vey of the prospect for Christianity today. 

It is not that. It is rather an interpreta- 

tion of human life and experience along 

the lines of modern theology. 

A glance at a few of the chapter head- 
ings will indicate the seope of the study. 
“Faith in God,’ “The Old Testament,” 
“Man and the World,” “The Order of Crea- 
tion,” “The Divine Man,” “Immortality,” 
are chapters in which the author gives a 
very satisfactory interpretation of these 
topics for the modern Christian. Outstand- 
ing chapters are those on “Adventure” and 
“Divine Suffering.” These chapters, which 
relate God to His world as a fellow-adven- 
turer and fellow-sufferer in the eternal en- 
terprise of growing a family of sons and 
daughters of God, are typical of the au- 
thor’s outlook throughout the book. 

The publishers have done American 
readers a service by introducing this vol- 
ume from British pen and British press to 
our bookshelves. 

A. N.S. 


Freedom and Restraint, by Robt. F. Camp- 
bell, A.M., D.D. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York and Chicago. Price, $1.75, 


A timely book on a timely subject. It 
may help to correct the impatience with 
interference and restraint that is so com- 
man in our day and incidentally is doing 
a great deal of harm. Many people love 
most dearly to be free to do as they please, 
resent dictation as an impertinence, and 
if only they could have their way, would 
do away with all advice and all law and 
go merrily on their way as fancy and con- 
venience might dictate—a mood and a 
temper these that are becoming increas- 
ingly popular and are working no small 
degree of havoe in our social and moral 
life. According to some people’s way of 
thinking, such a temper is an indication 
of progress and of liberalism. Every once 
in a while patents get a taste of how it 
works itself out in their children‘and find 
themselves disgraced and humiliated be- 
fore the public by the escapades and indig- 
nities of their offspring. Even our govern- 
ment is getting an annoying and costly 
surfeit of it in the lawlessness that is be- 
coming so rampant and so dangerous. Now 
freedom is a blessing and is cheap at 
almost any price, which no doubt accounts 
for the fact that men pay so dearly to get 
it, but freedom without restraint or inter- 
ference is dangerous and degenerates into 
license, anarchy and unbridled selfishness, 
The author makes all this very clear in his 
discussion, and in a very emphatic way 
points out the danger that confronts us. 

In his chapters on Sunday laws and lib- 
erty, and tke law of liberty and self- 
restraint he shows very plainly how law 
and freedom are compatible and can exist 
side by side. Inasmuch as the apostles of 
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personal liberty are so clamorous in these 
days, their claims must be refuted and a 
perusal of this book will serve a good pur- 
pose in this direction. The book is based 
on the “James Sprunt Lectures for 1930,” 
which were delivered by the author before 
the faculty and students of the Union 
Theological Seminary, Virginia. 
B.iAs, D; 
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BERTHA K. FRY 


Our friend, Bertha K. Fry, of Christ 
Church, Phila., Rev. A. R. Tosh, pastor, 


passed away on Noy. 24, 1930. It is such 

a comforting thought that nowhere in the 
Bible is death spoken of as a terrifying: i 
event. Her sleep of death was beautiful. 
She would have desired to sleep peacefully . 
on and awaken in her heavenly home, It- 
seemed to her dear ones that she- sim] ly” 
heard the divine call and responded. os 
those who longed for her to speak to them,. 

and who prayed so earnestly for her re- 
covery, there was not the slightest he 

The interment was in York, Pa., beside h 
father and mother. Faithful, lovable a 
kind, dear to the Church she so a nd 
loved, dear to every one who k 
she will live in our memories 
goodness may cheer and help 1 
our loneliness; for we shall e 
sweet companionship. : 


